PA R I S H B U L L E T I N
SEPTEMBER 2015
VOL. XXIX NO. 08

the episcopal church of st. matthew, san mateo, california

The Feast of Saint Matthew • 20 September 2015 at 9:00am

150 Years of Faith

Our 150th anniversary provides an
opportunity to think about both
our origins and our future. How
our parish came to be established
in San Mateo is a part of the much
larger story of the steady expansion
of the Christian faith throughout
the world. All four gospel writers
attempt to capture the enthusiasm
of the early followers of Jesus and
place the origins of the Christian
faith in that context. In what is often
called The Great Commission, the
gospel writer Mark records the
instruction of Jesus to, “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to
the whole creation” (Mark 16:15).
The gospel writer Matthew records
a similar instruction: “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).
The early church spread outwards
from Jerusalem into surrounding
regions. Christianity was eventually
adopted as the official faith of
the Roman Empire and spread
throughout the ancient world. In
1492, the voyage of Columbus
provided the first introduction of
Christianity to the New World.
The “lost colony” established in
Roanoke in 1587 and the permanent
settlement of Jamestown, which

followed in 1607, were the earliest
English settlements in North
America. Both paved the way for the
Anglican strain of the Christian faith
that took hold in the colonies. It is
amazing to reflect that it took over
250 years for the Episcopal Church
of St. Matthew to be established on
the other side of the continent from
where Christianity initially took root.
History records that The Rev. Giles
Alexander Easton held the first
Episcopal services in San Mateo
in a schoolhouse on April 24,
1864. Later that year, the baptism
of George Henry Howard took
place on the Feast of St. Matthew,
September 21st, 1864. By June of the
next year, one of several meetings
were held to organize a parish and
on October 15th, 1865, members
of the fledgling parish gathered to
lay the cornerstone of the original
stone church. It is significant that
our parish was established in San
Mateo when the village consisted
of less than a dozen houses. This
founding action signaled that a life
of faith would be found at the very
center of an expanding community.
The vision and vibrancy of the
newly established parish became
apparent when in short order St.
Matthew’s established both a school
and an orphanage. In the years that

followed, our parish
was instrumental
in planting other
Episcopal churches
on the Peninsula as
well as helping to
found the hospital next door. We
have inherited an amazing legacy
of serving our larger community
while remaining a beacon of faith
in the heart of San Mateo.
On September 20th of this year, when
we gather to celebrate 150 years of
faith on the Feast of St. Matthew, it
will not be an accident that the service
will include baptisms. In important
and profound ways, this simple action
reminds our entire community of our
mission to embrace new Christians
and support and equip them for
their journey of faith. Part of that
journey involves asking how we will
serve others—and in what tangible
ways we will make our faith visible
beyond the walls of our church
building. With one foot rooted in
our rich past, our community steps
toward the next 150 years of faith. I
pray that our future will continue
to be exciting, relevant and filled
with joy—as new generations live
out the gospel while making St.
Matthew’s their spiritual home.
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Taizé Candlelight Service
Tuesday, September 1st 7:00 pm

Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, September 6th

Everyone is invited to attend this ecumenical service
characterized by meditative silence, repetitive songs,
scripture and prayer. Taizé is the first Tuesday of every
month (year around) in the side chapel. We hope you will
join us September 1st and be sure to save the dates for
future services: October 6th, November 3rd, December 1st,
January 5th, February 2nd, March 1st, April 6th, and May 3rd.

Children and teachers (and other eager learners)
are invited to bring their backpacks and briefcases
for the annual Blessing of the Backpacks on
September 6th at the 10:15 am service.

Women’s Spirituality Group
Monday, September 14th at 10am in St.
Matthew’s Hall Conference Room

Sunday Coffee Hour:

Women of all ages are invited to join the beginning of
a new women’s spirituality group. Our first meeting
will be on September 14th, when we will talk about
expectations, calendaring, and reflect on what shape
we want the group to take. All participants are
asked to check in at the front office to gain a visitor
pass (as school is in session), before heading to our
meeting space. Please contact Rev. Lindsay (lmhills@
episcopalstmatthew.org) with questions or concerns.

The rotation for bringing treats to coffee hour
after the Sunday service is as follows:
September 6:
A-D
September 13:
E-J
September 20:
K-P
September 27:
Q-S
We ask you to please put the food you are bringing
on a paper plate (rather than in a package) and
place it on the table in Julia Beylard Hall.

Lector & Lay Eucharistic Minister
Brunch Sunday, September 13th
11:30am - St. Matthew’s
Hall Conference Room

Second Harvest Food Bank
and St. Matthew’s
When you go grocery shopping, please consider picking
up a few extra canned goods or other non-perishable
items. You can leave your food donations either in a
basket at the back of the church or at the church office.
These donations will be placed in a Second Harvest
collection barrel for pick-up. We appreciate your
thoughtfulness and thank you for your donations.

Lectors (readers) and Lay Eucharistic Ministers (chalice
bearers) will gather for a potluck brunch as we enjoy
fellowship, look at the schedule for the months to come,
and go over some training pieces. If you are interested
in serving the community as either a Lector or Lay
Eucharistic Minister, please contact Bonnie Fullerton or
Rev. Lindsay and we will set up a time to meet with you.

Milestones

150 Years: Feast of St. Matthew
Sunday, September 20th at 9 am

Births:

Owen Daniel Harrigan (son of parishioners Erin
& Dan Harrigan), August 16th

It’s time to celebrate! Join us as we welcome Bishop Marc
Andrus for the celebration of our 150th Anniversary
on the Feast of St. Matthew. We will have baptisms,
confirmations, and receptions of children and adults
alike. Note that we will have a single service that day at
9am. After the service, we will celebrate with an elaborate
brunch. More information will follow in the Ivy Leaf.

In Memoriam:
Carl Anthony Piplick III, beloved son of
parishioners Patti and Carl Piplick, August 5th
John Stewart, former Day School family
member, May 2nd
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From Waikiki to Santa Cruz via St. Matthew’s Hall:

The Introduction of Surfing to the Americas
Sunday, July 19, 1885, Santa Cruz: As
reported on Monday, July 20 in the early
edition of the Santa Cruz Surf paper,
“Sunday afternoon at the beach was
one of the liveliest of the season. It was
warm, very warm, but tempered by a
breeze, which made the heat endurable
and kept people good-natured.”
At the mouth of the San Lorenzo River,
history was about to be made. Three
Hawaiian princes—David Kawananakoa,
Edward Keliiahonui and Jonah Kuhio
Kalaniana’ole—were in the water with
long surfboards made of local redwoods
and milled in the shape of traditional
Hawaiian o’lo boards, reserved in
the Islands traditionally for royalty.
Their uncle, King David Kalakaua,
a renowned surfer at the long break
along Waikiki Beach on the island of
Oahu, had taught them this Hawaiian
tradition that goes back 1000 years.
“The breakers at the mouth of the river
were very fine and here occurred the
very primmest of fun, at least, so said
those who were ‘in the swim.’ As many
as 30 or 40 swimmers were out in the
water with them. The young Hawaiian
princes were in the water, enjoying it
hugely and giving interesting exhibitions
of surf-board swimming as practiced
in their native islands.” This cultural
activity, now a world-wide
sport, was brought to the
Americas via St. Matthew’s
by these three princes.
For the next 40 years the
redwood o’lo boards that
they rode in Santa Cruz
would be duplicated, made
of “first growth” redwoods
from the Santa Cruz
Mountains and then shipped

Three Hawaiian
princes—David
Kawananakoa,
Edward Keliiahonui
and Jonah Kuhio
Kalaniana’ole—were
in the water with
long surfboards
made of local
redwoods and milled
in the shape of
traditional Hawaiian
o’lo boards, reserved
in the Islands
traditionally
for royalty.

across the Pacific as the primary
construction material for surf boards.
The popular Hawaiian monarchs King
David Kalakaua and his wife, Queen
Consort Esther Julia Kapi’olani, who
were childless, adopted the three
princes in 1884 after the deaths of their
parents. The princes had been their
nephews. They had attended Hawaii’s
finest schools. Now they were being
prepared for the monarchy. David
(nicknamed “Koa”), was the oldest born
in 1868. In the fall of 1884, at the age
of 16, he was sent to St. Matthew’s Hall,
“a full-fledged military school for boys,
located in San Mateo, and founded by the
stern and ‘never smiling’ Episcopalian
taskmaster, Rev. Alfred Lee Brewer.”
The other two brothers soon followed.
Fast forward 125 years: April 9, 2010, the
City Council of Santa Cruz dedicated
that day, “Three Hawaiian Princes
Day”. At Lighthouse Point, in front of
the Santa Cruz Surfing Museum, there
was a daylong event honoring the three
Hawaiian Princes, David Kawananakoa,
Jonah Kuhio Kalaniana’ole and Edward
Kelliahonui for introducing surfing to
the Americas 125 years earlier. This
event included the participation of royal
descendants including granddaughter
Princess Regina Kawananakoa. And
after a traditional Hawaiian
song was sung, a bronze plaque
of the three princes in their
St. Matthew’s Hall Uniforms
was unveiled. And now you
know the rest of the story.
A YouTube of the ceremony
and unveiling is at https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=L3a_njM3zhQ .
-Raymond Schulz
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Youth Ministry Adventures in

Scarcity and Abundance
I’ve been thinking about food a
lot. It’s been on my mind: scarcity
and abundance, locally grown and
imported, satiation and hunger.
This summer I was blessed to
spend close to two weeks with our
youth exploring these issues.
It all began in June when we took
five members of St. Matthew’s
Junior High Youth Group and Day
School youth to Oakland. There we
learned about food desserts, public
assistance programs, different food
pantry models, and food scarcity.
We got to learn about the food
ministry of St. James Santiago. It has
evolved over time to a client choice
model, the aim of which is to “seek
and serve Christ in all people,” and
“respect the dignity of every human
being.” We went to the Alameda
County Food Bank where we learned
about buying in bulk, the concept
of salvage, and the importance
of checking expiration dates. We
cleaned and sorted and cleaned
some more. Most importantly we
got to meet the neighbors of St.
James, some of whom volunteer in
the pantry, and others of whom are
clients. On the day of distribution we
served over 200 family units, each
unit having 3-12 members in the
family. Every week the parishioners
of St. James and some neighboring
churches pull together, working
tirelessly Monday-Wednesday in
order to feed their community.
In August, ten youth from the
combined high school youth group
of St. Matthew’s and St. Paul’s went to
work at Heifer Farm in Rutland, MA.
Heifer International is well known in
church communities for its “passing

on the gift campaign,” wherein
people can purchase a flock of sheep
or a beehive and have it sent to a
place in need where Heifer is at work.
“Heifer works to eradicate poverty
and hunger through sustainable,
values-based holistic community
development, by distributing
animals, along with agricultural and
values-based training, to families in
need around the world as a means
of providing self-sufficiency.”
Farm to table took on new meaning
when we gathered the eggs and

harvested the vegetables that we
would get to eat. Even the yakstuffed cabbage leaves were “fresh.”
We learned about world hunger,
scarcity, food crises in our own
country, how to tell organic and free
range eggs from other eggs, how
to milk goats and sooooo much
more. The youth are eager to share
their trip with you, and there will be
opportunities in the months ahead
to see photos and hear their stories.
In case you missed the Ivy Leaf,
you should know that at our
fundraising dinner, the Hammer
Family generously offered the group
$500 dollars if I would….ehem…..
kiss a cow. Faithfully, I held up my
end of the deal, and our own Jack
4

McNally captured the
photographic evidence
of the lovely moment between Clover
the Scottish Highlander and myself.
Our trip concluded with a tour
of Boston. We visited Boston’s
oldest surviving church, Old
North (Episcopal) Church, the
location from which the famous
“One if by land, and two if by sea”
signal is said to have been sent,
prompting Paul Revere’s famous
ride. We saw another historic
Episcopal Church, Christ Church
Cambridge, and Faneuil Hall. We
grabbed lunch at America’s oldest
restaurant – Union Oyster House.
I want to express my sincere
gratitude for all of your generous
support both financially and
spiritually, and especially my thanks
to Luc McNally, one of our college
students, who fearlessly and with
great enthusiasm served as our male
chaperone in Boston. Whoever
said summers are boring was not
involved in youth ministry! I’m
grateful for the opportunity to learn
and grow with these amazing young
people, and proud of how they
represented our parish in big and
small ways, across the country and
in our own Diocese. Their impact on
the lives of others and animals was
authentic and truly Christ-filled. As
we propel into the program year, I
am mindful of the many ways our
youth can teach us, if we let them
and if we listen. I hope you will join
me in listening harder and learning
from them as they help lead the way.
Your cow-kissing clergy,
Blessings, Rev. Lindsay+
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Youth News

Newcomer Reception, Sunday
September 27th at 11:45am in
the Krebs Fireplace room

Junior High Youth Group (Grades 6-8)

If you have been attending St. Matthew’s for 2 years
or less and you have not had the opportunity to tour
the church and grounds with our Rector, Fr. Eric
Hinds, then the reception on the 27th is for you! We
will join in the Krebs room at 11:45 (after the 10:15
service), tour the church and grounds and end with
a lunch. All ages are welcome. There will be activities
and childcare for children. If you would like to
attend, please RSVP to the church office by phone
(650) 342-1481 or email: office@episcopalstmatthew.
org with the email subject: Newcomer RSVP.

All youth grades 6-8 are invited to be a part of the
Junior High Youth Group at St. Matthew’s. The program
focuses on building healthy relationships and offering
fellowship as well as exploring worship and service.
Youth who participate in the service projects can receive
service hours for school. Most events combine our
youth with those from St. Paul’s, Burlingame. Our first
event of the school year is an All Youth Kickoff Party
on Sunday, September 13th at 5pm at St. Matthew’s.
Contact Rev. Lindsay at lmhills@
episcopalstmatthew.org with questions or to
be added to the email distribution list.

CELEBRATE Sundays
Throughout the coming year we once again will
have CELEBRATE Sundays. At the 10:15 service
on these Sundays (except where noted below), our
children and youth will participate actively in the
liturgy as ushers, greeters, readers, acolytes and
more. These services are a great opportunity for our
congregation to connect inter-generationally.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
GROUP (GRADES 9-12)
The High School Youth Group of St. Paul’s and St.
Matthew’s will be exploring how we live out our
Baptismal Covenant. We will meet on Sundays at
St. Paul’s in Burlingame this year unless otherwise
noted. Our youth group is blessed with a new Youth
Room at St. Paul’s located in an apartment above
the garage on Occidental Avenue. We will enjoy
having a space of our own! Contact Rev. Lindsay
at lmhills@episcopalstmatthew.org with questions
or to be added to the email distribution list.
September 13th: All Youth Kick-Off
Party at 5pm at St. Matthew’s
September 20th: Youth Meeting at 5pm
September 27th: Youth Brunch at 11:30am
October 4th: Youth Meeting at 5pm

September 20th, 9am:
150th Anniversary Celebration and Feast Day.
October 4th:
Feast of St. Francis and Blessing of the Animals;
be sure to bring Fido or Fluffy to church for
our courtyard service honoring St. Francis.
November 1st:
All Saints Day.
November 29th:
Start of season of Advent.
January 10th:
Baptism of our Lord.
February 7th:
Day School Sunday.
March 20th:
Palm Sunday.
April 17th:
Earth Day/Creation Sunday.
May 15th:
Feast of Pentecost.

SO YOU WANT TO BE AN ACOLYTE???
All students 5th grade and older are invited to serve as
parish acolytes. Youth acolytes serve from September
through June at the 10:15 am service. They are scheduled
to serve approximately once every five weeks and can
help at special services (Christmas Eve, Easter, etc.).
We will have a training session for new acolytes on
Sunday, September 27th following the 10:15 service.
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Family Fellowship –
Dinner Group Saturday,
September 12th at 6pm
in Julia Beylard Hall
How about a night out….at church!
An opportunity to gather and share
a meal with other families at St.
Matthew’s outside Sunday morning
coffee hour, we enjoy a potluck
dinner. Afterwards, the children
have the opportunity to play together
while adults talk. It’s a win –win for
the entire family. Save the dates for
the rest of the year: October 17th,
November 14th, December 12th,
January 9th, February 13th, March
12th, April 9th, and May 14th.

join our chancel choir. This group
sings a wide variety of sacred
music during worship services
and special concerts. We rehearse
weekly on Thursday nights at
7:30pm. Rehearsals begin on
Thursday, September 10th.
We hope you will join one or more
of our choirs this fall. Please contact
our music director, Lee Steward at
leesteward@episcopalstmatthew.org
if you have any questions. May God
bless you this new school year.

Music Groups:
An Invitation
As we begin another school year,
we are sharing with you a warm
invitation to join our music groups
this fall. Beginning Thursday,
September 10th at 5:00pm and
continuing weekly, the children’s
choir (K-3) will resume. This group
combines spiritual formation,
singing and music reading skills
through a fun and engaging method
that teaches children liturgical hymns
and responses. We invite all parish,
community and school children to
join us. On Sunday, September 13
at 11:30 am, grades 4-8 youth and
all adults are invited to join the bell
choir. This is a welcoming group
of amateur musicians who enjoy
playing beautiful music in support
of special services. You are certain to
experience much patience with all
musical levels in our group. We invite
you to come and join us this fall.
All high school students and
adults of any age are invited to

Join Us for Community
Service Day – Saturday,
September 26th
Our third annual Church and Day
School Clean-Up Day is September
26th from 9:00am to noon. There’s
always lots to get done, with jobs
for our entire community, ages 6
to 96. Whether weeding, mending
or polishing, let’s give our special
place some TLC! You’ll be in and
out before lunch. Snacks will be
served. Middle and high school
service hours will be awarded.
Questions? Contact Martha
Phillips, m9phillips@yahoo.
com. RSVP through the
church office or to Martha.

Feast of St. Francis:
Pet Blessing and
Eucharist - October 4th

Shop Is Sparkling But
Shelves Are Bare
Scheduled to re-open in September
after the summer hiatus and a deep
clean, St. Matthew’s Thrift Shop is
spic and span but we need more
merchandise! When doing your
own summer declutter, please think
about sharing gently used items
with us. Especially saleable are
art and collectibles, china, crystal,
housewares and clothing. Drop off
donations on Wednesdays from
4-6pm or, in a pinch, at the church
office on Tuesdays through Fridays
from 9am-2pm. The shop re-opens
on Thursday, September 10th.
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Pets of all varieties are welcome to
attend the Feast of St. Francis on
Sunday, October 4th at 10:15 in the
courtyard. For your pet’s and other
parishioners’ comfort, please keep
dogs on leashes and crate your pet
if it is skittish. Also remember that
animals that are normally calm and
predictable at home may get anxious
or behave differently around other
pets or large groups of people.

Feast of St. Francis –
Pet Memorial Prayer
Service Sunday,
October 4th, 2pm
The loss of a pet is often difficult
for those of us left behind. Join
us as we honor the ministry of
pets that are no longer with us in
this short but meaningful service
marking the Feast of St. Francis.
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Adult Education
Fall Forum Series:
Understanding and
embracing what it
means for the Church
of St. Matthew to
be a safe place to
worship - becoming a
“Be Out Loud” parish.
The Vestry and Clergy of St.
Matthew’s invite you to participate
in the process to determine whether
or not we should become identifiable
as a “Believe Out Loud” parish. We
hope that you will join us for a series
of adult forums seeking to educate
and answer questions (September
27th, October 4th, October
11th at 9am) and an afternoon
of discernment and decision
making (October 18th, 11:30am
– 2pm). Lunch will be provided.
The Vestry feels that the discernment
process around LGBT (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender) welcome
will allow us to better talk about
how we welcome all people to St.
Matthew’s and especially reflect
on the needs of LGBT seekers.
This series will guide us through
a period of education about what
welcoming looks like in the context
of our LGBT brothers and sisters.
The process was designed by
Integrity USA, a nonprofit
organization whose mission
is to “ inspire and equip the
Episcopal Church, its dioceses,
congregations, and members to
proclaim and embody God’s allinclusive love for LGBTQ persons
and those who love them.”
To become a “Believe Out Loud”
parish, a welcome statement is
created. Currently the closest
Episcopal Churches to St. Matthew’s

that have gone through this process
are Good Shepherd (Belmont)
and Epiphany (San Carlos). LGBT
people looking for safe spaces to
worship often refer to Integrity’s
maps of supportive congregations
when looking for a spiritual
home. http://www.integrityusa.
org/welcoming-congregations.
– Linda Doherty, Senior Warden

Save the date:
Saturday, Oct 10th
In celebration of 150 years we will
have a Gala on Saturday, October
10th in Julia Beylard Hall. The
theme is “The Light from Within”
from the following quote: “People
are like stained glass windows.
They sparkle and shine when the
sun is out, but when the darkness
sets in their true beauty is revealed
only if there is a light from
within.” Elisabeth Kubler-Ross.
Decorations will highlight the
magnificent stained glass windows
of our church. The festivities will
begin at 5:30pm with appetizers
and cocktails followed by a buffet
dinner at 7pm. Childcare and
activities will be available.
As this is our biennial Vestry
fundraiser, we will have both a live
and silent auction. If you have any
auction items that you would like
to donate, please email our Senior
Warden, Linda Doherty: linda_
doherty@scbglobal.net, with the
email subject: Auction Donation.
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The Speaker Series
Continues
St. Matthew’s and Books, Inc. are
pleased to present bestselling author
William Paul Young on Saturday,
October 17 at 2 pm in the Sanctuary.
Mr. Young is the author of The
Shack, the book that (in the words
of his publisher) shattered readers’
limited perceptions about God.
Mr. Young is coming to talk to us
about his new book, Eve, a novel
that will challenge misconceptions
about gender roles and reshape
our thoughts on creation.
Ticket price of $21 includes a
paperback signed first edition of
Eve. Tickets are available at:
http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/2128250
Tickets will also be sold at the door.
Up next, we will begin the new year
with Bishop William Swing speaking
on his new book, A Bishop’s Quest.
Bishop Swing will be with us on
Saturday, January 16th at 1pm.
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upcoming events

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew
is a family called by Christ . . .
	to live God’s Love,
to share the Gospel,
to grow Spiritually

Come celebrate with us!

Services are 8:00 am & 10:15 am every Sunday
Morning Prayer, 9 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9 am, Fridays

September 1

Taizé Service

September 6

Regular Sunday Church Schedule Resumes
Blessing of the Backpacks

Septemer 10

Thrift Shop Reopens

September 12 Family Fellowship Dinner
September 13
September 14

Lector Brunch
Youth Kickoff Party
Women’s Spirituality Group

September 20 Feast of St. Matthew: One Service at 9am
September 26 Community Service Day
Adult Education Forum
September 27 Newcomer Reception
Acolyte Training

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month
and may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at bvonemster@yahoo.com or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office.
Entries should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description including when, where, cost and
contact information as applicable; Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo; Further guidelines and tips available upon request.
Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design //dadalab.com
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