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Leaders of
Positive Change

On the overcast Wednesday
morning of March 14th, about
one hundred St. Matthew’s
Episcopal Day School students
stood along the interior of the
stone wall that marks the
western border of the church’s
front lawn. Facing El Camino
Real, many of the Middle
School students held signs that
in a variety of ways expressed
solidarity with nationwide
protests calling for action in
the wake of the deadly school
shooting in Parkland, Florida.
Hand-drawn signs echoed
slogans of the larger student
movement. We Stand With You
and #NeverAgain were two of
the most prevalent slogans.
The protest marked the one
month anniversary of the
Parkland tragedy. While many
of the passing motorists could
not read the full text of all the
signs, the sentiments expressed
by the gathered youth were
unmistakable. The drivers of
many cars, trucks and buses

honked to signal their support.
Without providing answers to the
complex problem of gun violence,
both students and drivers
expressed frustration with the
current pattern of deadly
shootings.
From the outset, the Christian
movement has sought paths of
social engagement that minimize
violence and death. Each year
during Holy Week, Christians
confront and contemplate what it
means that Jesus purposefully
engaged representatives of the
Roman Empire armed only with
compassion and love. That Jesus
was able to forgive his enemies
without oﬀering resistance is a
mystery that to this day invites
our deeper contemplation as to
the nature and power of divine
love.
As a parish that has established
an Episcopal school, one of the
aspirations that we hold for our
students is that they will grow
and learn to engage the
complexities of the modern
world. One could argue that this
is a goal shared by every
parishioner. This expectation
for our students is embedded
within the mission statement
for our School, which reads: Our
mission is to inspire, through an
academically challenging course of
study, the intellectual curiosity,
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confidence, moral courage, and
character that prepare students to be
leaders of positive change in the
world. On March 14th, tears of
mixed grief and admiration were
shed by the gathered teachers,
administrators, clergy and a
handful of parents who bore
witness to the largely silent
student-led protest.
Finding a solution to the complex
issues surrounding gun violence
in our nation is beyond what our
middle school students can hope
to accomplish. By raising the
issue however, our youth remind
us of the responsibility that we
each have - to engage in the
discourse of the public square
and to seek ways to become
leaders for positive change in the
world.
Blessings, Fr. Eric+
1

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo, California

April

2018 Vol. XXXII No. 4

For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones,
and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.
NRSV Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

There’s a reason why Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 has found
a permanent place in the hearts of so many Jews
and Christians alike, and it’s not just Pete Seeger’s
fault. The words speak to the truth of our
everyday lived experience with all its pain,
suﬀering, and joy, allowing us to remember that
there is indeed a time and place for all things
under heaven and a season for all things.
Regardless of our class, race, or generation, it is
simply the truth of our lived existence.
And even though that is the case, I find myself
struggling to find the words to adequately express
what this season of my life has meant to me,
while serving with and among you, the faithful
stewards of St. Matthew’s. Over these past four
and a half years, the gamut of feelings, emotions
and experiences. I have wept with you, blessed
your babies, held your hand, laughed with you
(and in youth group - sometimes at you). I have
counseled you, learned from you, Michelle and I
exchanged our wedding vows here (after eight
years together), we baptized our baby here. You
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showed him what it means to be a part
of a community and family of faith as
you have rallied behind him and us in
what felt like the darkest of times. We
have navigated hard times together and
experienced great joy and a sense of
accomplishment together.

My time at St. Matthew’s has been a great gift to
me, in this somewhat chaotic season of life that
has been full of both challenges and blessings.
After prayer and careful discernment, it is with
mixed feelings that I let you know I have
accepted the people’s call and the appointment of
Rt. Rev. Melissa Skelton, Bishop of the Diocese
of New Westminster, to serve the people of St.
Mary’s Kerrisdale, Vancouver, Canada, in the
Anglican Church of Canada, as their Rector for
this next season of my life. My departure from St.
Matthew’s will happen sometime in May, though
we are still working out the details. In the weeks
to come, there will indeed be a time for tears, a
time for cheers, a time to be joyous, and a time to
be sad as our time together draws to a close, but
know that St. Matthew’s has made its mark both
in my life and the life of my family in ways we will
never forget.
Alleluia, He is Risen!
-Lindsay Marie Hills+
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Upcoming Events
April 1

Easter

April 20-22

Women’s Retreat

April 3

Taizé Service

April 22

Planned Giving Info Sessions

April 13

Young Adults and Families Dinner
Group

Living the Easter Joy:
Women’s Retreat
Friday, April 20 - Sunday, April 22
The women of St. Anselm’s Lafayette are hosting
their annual Women’s Retreat, April 20-22 at San
Damiano Retreat Center, Danville, and have once
again invited the women of St. Matthew’s to
participate. We will explore The Book of Joy by
Archbishop Tutu and the Dalai Lama. Through
these wise men we will explore how we as women
seek to find and cultivate joy in our everyday lives.
How do we live as Easter people in a world full of
Good Friday headlines? In the midst of stress, how
do we find joy? A time to relax, reflect and be in
community with one another.
When: April 20-22, Friday at 4pm till Sunday at
1pm. You may also attend Saturday only, if you
wish.
Cost: $266/ single room, $236/ double room, $54
for Saturday only. Scholarship funds are available
so please do not make your decision based on cost.
To reserve your space, contact Anne Brown,
retreat planning team leader from St. Anselm’s, at
925-788-0664 or annechalfantbrown@gmail.com or
Rev. Lindsay, retreat leader at
lmhills@episcopalstmatthew.org.
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Taizé Candlelight Service
Tuesday, April 3 at 7pm, Side Chapel
Everyone is invited to attend
this ecumenical service
characterized by meditative
silence, repetitive songs,
scripture and prayer. Taizé is the
first Tuesday of every month
(year around) in the side chapel.
Be sure to save the date for the
next Taizé service on May 1. To sign up for reminder
emails, please visit https://episcopalstmatthew.org/

Learn How Planned Giving
Can Benefit Both You and St.
Matthew’s
Sunday, April 22
All parishioners are invited to attend one of the
informative presentations by Amanda Kiernan
Martin following the 8:00 and 10:15 services on
Sunday, April 22. Amanda is the Gift Planning
Oﬃcer for the Diocese and will present information
and answer questions regarding the various
opportunities and benefits for you and St.
Matthew’s from making a planned gift to our parish.
She will also discuss the impacts of the new tax laws
on charitable giving. If you have any questions
regarding planned giving, please contact a member
of our St. Matthew’s Planned Giving Committee:
John Stephenson, Bill James, and Kitty Van Beckum.
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Getting to Know Our Congregation
Adapted by the pages for Vanity Fair by the Rectorina, Anne Hinds. Please contact Anne at
anne.hinds@oracle.com to make suggestions for future subjects of this column.

This month’s subjects: Sally and Roger Krakow
You can see the memories and feel the love in their beautiful San Mateo Park home where they raised 4
boys (all Eagle Scouts), now enjoy 7 grandchildren, and are proud that the total married years for the
Krakow clan is over 190. Sally and Roger attend the 10:15 service, sit toward the front on the right and
continue to be very active parishioners. It is hard to name a group they have not been part of during
their many years at St. Matthew’s. At least twice a week they volunteer for the Burlingame Public
Library Foundation, an important part of their lives. We find out about the top down, children in charge
and “Blah, blah, blah”…
What brought you to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church?
A knock on our door

If you could change one thing about yourself, what
would it be? Thicker hair on our heads

How long have you been at St. Matthew’s? 62 years
What is your current state of mind? Blessed

If you could change one thing about your family, what
would it be? Quit thinking they are in charge

What is your favorite journey? Top down, blue sky
and a country road

What do you consider your greatest achievement? Our
family

What is your greatest fear? Losing independence

What is your most treasured possession? Our home

What secret ambition do you have? Writing children’s
books

What do you regard as the lowest depths of misery?
Losing a parent as a child

What trait do you most deplore in others? Negativity

Where would you like to live? Right where we live
now.

What is your greatest extravagance? Books
What do you consider the most overrated virtue?
High-mindedness and aﬀectation
Which living person do you most admire? Each other
Which words or phrases do you most overuse?
Blah, blah, blah
What is your greatest regret? SK - Not appreciating
my fortunate childhood. RK - I wish I’d met her
sooner.
What or who is the greatest love of your life? Each
other
When and where were the happiest? Right now
Which talent would you most like to have? Better
golfer and tennis player
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What is our favorite occupation? Traveling, reading
and cooking
What is the quality you most like in a woman?
Enthusiasm
What is the quality you most like in a man? Loving
patience
Who are your favorite writers? Non-fiction classics
Who is your favorite hero? Dwight Eisenhower,
Jimmy Doolittle, Florence Nightingale, Jane
Goodall
What is it that you most dislike? The current unrest
in our country
How would you like to die? In each other’s arms
What is your motto? Take advantage of everything
life has to oﬀer
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Confirmation, Reception, Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Confirmation is a
sacramental rite of the church
whereby the Holy Spirit,
invoked at one’s baptism, is
strengthened. Confirmation
usually happens between junior
high and high school age, but
adults can also be confirmed if
they have not been confirmed
in another tradition. If you
have been baptized and
confirmed in a diﬀerent
tradition, you are invited to be
received.
Reception is when the Bishop
acknowledges your Baptism/
Confirmation in a diﬀerent
denomination, but into the

Body of Christ, and welcomes
you oﬃcially into the
Episcopal Church.
Those who are baptized,
confirmed or received into the
Episcopal Church, but have for
whatever reason fallen away
from their faith or desire to
strengthen their commitment
to Christ and his Church, are
invited to participate in the
Renewal of Baptismal
Vows.
These courses will be oﬀered
during the Easter Season
through Pentecost. If you are
interested in participating,
please let a member of the

Sunday Coffee Hour
The rotation for bringing treats to coﬀee hour
after the Sunday service is as follows:.
April 1:
A-D
April 8:

E-J

April 15:

K-P

April 22:

Q-S

April 29:

T-Z

We ask you to please put the food you are bringing
on a paper plate (rather than in a package) and
place it on the table in Julia Beylard Hall.

Clergy know, and we will
provide further information
about the session times.
Confirmation, Reception, and
Renewal of Baptismal Vows for
adults and Juniors/Seniors in
high school will occur in June 2
(Grace Cathedral) or at St.
Matthew’s during the Bishop’s
visitation in the fall.
A Confirmation program for
Youth in grades 7-10 will begin
in the fall of 2018, with
Confirmation occurring in late
spring 2019. Please contact
Rev. Lindsay to be added to the
contact list.

CELEBRATE Sundays
On CELEBRATE Sundays at the 10:15 service,
there is no church school; instead, children and
youth participate actively in the liturgy as ushers,
greeters, readers, acolytes and more! These
services are a great opportunity for our
congregation to connect inter-generationally. Our

Young Adult & Family Dinner
Group

Young adults and families with school age children
gather for a potluck dinner, fellowship, play time
for the children and adult conversation for the
grown-ups. We gather for dinner the second Friday
Baptisms
of every month from 6-8pm in Julia Beylard Hall.
Our next dinner will be April 13. Be sure to RSVP
If you or someone you know is interested in
receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, please contact to Rev. Lindsay at lmhills@episcopalstmathew.org
the church oﬃce or talk to a member of the clergy. or through the Facebook event so we know you are
coming! And mark your calendar for the upcoming
The next baptism date is May 20 on Pentacost.
dinner on May 11.
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All Things YG3!
YG3 is a collaborative youth group for Middle School and High School youth from St. Paul’s
(Burlingame), Transfiguration (San Mateo) and St. Matthew’s. We meet from 4-6pm unless otherwise
noted.
April 1:

NO GROUP

April 22:

NO GROUP

April 8:

St. Matthew’s

April 29:

St. Matthew’s

April 15:

NO GROUP

May 6:

St. Matthew’s - END OF THE YEAR PARTY!

Angelic Voices: The Hagerty
Family
While relocating to San Mateo, the Hagerty
family attended a summer service. They were so
warmly greeted at coﬀee hour, they immediately
knew St. Matthews would be their church home.
The Hagerty family is exceptionally active at
church and the Day School. Each one of them is
always willing to do more for St. Matthew’s and
we are blessed to have them in our church and
school community.
Diane and Jeﬀ stated, "We feel truly blessed to
have a deep experience of both our church and
school. Collectively, it is such a nurturing, loving,
and fun community." Some of their favorite
activities are Blessing of the Animals, Easter
Services, the Gala, and the Youth Group
Overnight. They love the unending hospitality,
cherished friends and many wonderful
experiences at St. Matthew’s.
Diane serves on the Vestry and is a member of
St. Catherine’s. She did an outstanding job as the
Gala Co-Chair. Diane is always making delicious
goodies for our church functions.
Jeﬀ serves as an Usher. His project management
skills came in handy to lead the Joint Church and
School Master Planning Committee. One
significant project he undertook was the bench
work over the bioswale as part of the update to
THE TAU CROSS https://episcopalstmatthew.org

our beautiful Memorial Garden. Jeﬀ also served
on the Day School Board of Trustees.
Lauren and Patrick are Acolytes. They
participated in the Confirmation Class of 2017.
They help in the church nursery during services
and attend Youth Group. Lauren and Patrick are
two respectful, well-mannered, wonderful young
adults.
Diane, Jeﬀ, Lauren and Patrick, thank you for all
that you do and give of yourselves for the Glory
of God.
If you have an idea for a parishioner to be
profiled in this column, please contact Darlia
Clerico at darliahclerico@gmail.com.

With gratitude and blessings,
Darlia Clerico
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Milestones
In Memoriam: Thomas Hammer, February 12th
Tom was a universally beloved member of the
parish. Tom, along with his wife Cherie and their
two children Zack and Zoe, was involved in every
activity in the life of the church. He served on the
Vestry twice, once in 2003-5 and again at the time
of his passing. As a leader on both the Vestry and
the Rector Search Committee, Tom helped
navigate the parish through momentous days as
Fr. Billington departed and Fr. Eric Hinds was
called to St. Matthew’s. Tom was game for
anything and everything at St. Matthew’s, from
taking photos to flipping burgers at picnics to
performing in the Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe (a Lenten series) as Aslan the lion in a

homemade costume and bad makeup. He was a
regular lector on Sunday mornings, and especially
enjoyed doing a reading in Japanese or Spanish on
Pentecost. He was deeply involved in the Day
School while Zoe and Zack attended. Tom
radiated a rare, modest warmth that made
everyone he encountered feel welcome and
valued. Outside of church, Tom was an
exceedingly accomplished Silicon Valley
technologist. He worked at Apple and Microsoft
among many other companies, where he was well
known for his keen intelligence, character and
mentoring and team building skills, among many
other invaluable traits. Tom is profoundly missed.

We are always looking at ways to increase financial
support of the parish. We are excited now to be
linked to Amazon.com! Simply visit http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1186209, log into your
Amazon account when prompted, and set St.
Matthew’s as the organization you wish to support.
Then, whenever you do your Amazon shopping, go
to smile.amazon.com. The website functions
exactly like regular Amazon, but St. Matthew’s will
instantly receive .5% of all of your purchases! It’s a
win-win: whenever you shop there for the things
you normally buy, St. Matthew’s receives funds to
support parish ministries.

Second Harvest
Food Bank and St.
Matthew’s
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When you go grocery shopping, please consider
picking up a few extra canned goods or other nonperishable items. You can leave your food donations
either in the basket at the back of the church or at
the church oﬃce. These donations will be placed in
a Second Harvest collection barrel for pick-up.
We appreciate your thoughtfulness, and thank you
for your donations.
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Upcoming Events

family called by Christ . . .
to live God’s Love,

April 1

Easter

to share the Gospel,

April 3

Taizé Service

April 13

Young Adults and Families Dinner Group

April 20-22

Women’s Retreat

April 22

Planned Giving Info Sessions

to grow Spiritually
Come celebrate with us!
Service is at 8:00 am & 10:15 am each Sunday
Morning Prayer, 9 am, Tuesdays & Thursdays
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 9 am, Fridays

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome submissions that
have a connection to the parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or clarity.
The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at
bvonemster@yahoo.com or deposited in the Tau Cross mailbox in the church office. Entries should follow these
guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description including when, where, cost and
contact information as applicable. Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. Further guidelines and tips
available upon request. Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout &
Design, Ming Lacey

Or Current Resident
The Rev. Dr. Eric Kimball Hinds, Rector
The Rev. Lindsay Marie Hills, Associate Rector
The Rev. Amber Stancliffe Evans, School Chaplain
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SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 94401
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WWW.EPISCOPALSTMATTHEW.ORG

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
San Mateo, CA
Permit #254

THE TAU CROSS https://episcopalstmatthew.org

8

