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Baptism and Beyond

One of the traditions unique to our parish is that we
conduct baptisms on the Feast of Saint Matthew. This
custom honors the fact that the very first baptism in our
church took place on our patronal feast day.
Since the adoption of the 1979
Book of Common Prayer, the
Baptismal Service has become
part of our primary worship
service. Today baptisms are an
integral part of the Sunday
liturgy. The
centrality of the
baptism to our
service
highlights the
importance of
welcoming new
Christians into
the fold of
believers. This year we will
celebrate the Feast of Saint
Matthew on Sunday, September
23rd with a single service at
9:00am. The service will include
at least one baptism and will be
followed by the Parish Picnic
and Fun Fest.
During the baptismal service,
one of the questions posed to
the congregation is: Will you who
witness these vows do all in your
power to support this person in their
life of Christ? The response from
the congregation is usually a
spirited, We will! Implied within
that congregational response is

the notion that it is the
responsibility of the parish to
organize and provide
opportunities for Christian
education and formation for
each and every member of the
church. In years
past, Sunday
School was the
primary means
for providing
instruction for
children—an
educational
process that
culminated with preparation for
Confirmation.
Starting in September, we will
begin to oﬀer a weekly chapel
service for children pre-K
through 3rd grade. The service
will start at 10:00am and will
include singing and the creative
telling of biblical stories. Our
new Associate Rector, the Rev.
Jay Watan, will take an active
role in leading this service. At
the conclusion of the chapel
service, children will rejoin their
parents in church for
communion. Older elementary
and middle school students will
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continue to engage with the
Godly Play curriculum led by
Janine Gerzanics and parent
volunteers. About once a month,
we will continue the practice of
oﬀering Celebrate Sundays, where
youth and adults worship
together at our principal service.
Confirmation Class, Youth
Choirs, Acolytes, Youth Group,
and Special Events will continue
to augment our core Sunday
curriculum. Our goal is to
continue to oﬀer quality
programs that invite
participation and commitment.
At the baptism service on the
Feast of Saint Matthew, all of us
will have the opportunity to
aﬃrm our commitment to what
we broadly call Christian
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Formation. It is my hope that
our “We will!” will resonate with
our entire congregation.
Blessings,

Ahoy Mateys!
Sunday, October 6th, 2018
You are cordially invited to join
your fellow parishioners for the
St. Matthew’s Yacht Club Gala.
The SS St. Matthew sails at 5pm
with Social Hour on the Courtyard
Deck.
Dinner in the Julia Beylard Hall
Galley at 6pm.
Auction to follow dinner.
Tickets are still only $40. Don’t
miss this fabulous voyage!
RSVP with Victoria in the Church
Oﬃce,
vlwolcott@episcopalstmatthew.org
or 650-342-1481.
Cash, checks and credit cards
accepted
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A Letter from
The Rev. Jay Sapaen Watan
Hello Friends,
I feel extremely honored to join the
congregation and staﬀ at St. Matthew’s as
your new Associate Rector this coming
fall. I come having served 12 years as the
youth minister and school chaplain at St.
Ambrose Episcopal Church in Foster
City, CA. I completed my undergraduate
studies at San Francisco State University,
majoring in Interdisciplinary Social
Science with a minor in Asian-American
Studies, and earned my Masters of Divinity from the Church
Divinity School of the Pacific in Berkeley, CA. My professional
experience includes education, law enforcement, and military
service. I was ordained in 2006 in the Diocese of California by the
Rt. Rev. William E. Swing. Presently, I serve as the lower school
religion teacher at our Day School, and as a Chaplain in the United
States Army Reserves.
As a priest of the Church, I am passionate about creating
communities that honor the soul, connect our truth, and invite the
experience of God’s unconditional love. Discovering possibilities,
living faith in action, cultivating wholeness and joy, and embracing
our moments with courage and a humble heart have been reciprocal
themes on my spiritual journey. I look forward to sharing these
experiences, and walking with you on your journey, as we grow
together in Christ.
Currently, I live in the Outer Mission District of San Francisco with
my family (Lilian, Rowan and Kieran) and dog (Augie). My interests
include family time, traveling to world heritage sites, service
projects, ukulele, drums, Igorot ganza, photography, church
architecture, food adventures, beaches, rucking, bowling, target
sports, martial arts, road trips and good cars, super hero films, San
Francisco 49ers football, Golden State Warriors basketball, and San
Francisco Giants baseball.
I look forward to meeting you, your family, and the church
community in the upcoming months. Life’s waiting… lets go!
Blessings,
Jay+
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Angelic Faces: Bambi Bisho
St. Matthew’s comes alive when a talented story
teller like Bambi Bisho gives it all of the rich
history and color of her many decades as a
parishioner. Bambi and her family came to our
church in 1933 when she was 5 years old. She was
immediately enrolled in Sunday
School and sang in the Junior
Choir. After a brief hiatus, she has
been a parishioner continuously
since the 1950's.
Community service is an
important value of Bambi’s, and
she believes deeply in the motto,
"we are not an island by
ourselves." The first organization
she joined as an adult was the
Garden Guild. She was involved in
the garden tours and helped bring
in speakers for their popular
lecture series. The Garden Guild did all of the
garden and landscape maintenance and
contributed numerous cement benches and
containers. One of the ways the Garden Guild
raised money to maintain the church garden was
its Needlework Show. People from far and wide
contributed their treasures to make this show
such a success.

Elementary School students with Deacon Chris
Harrigfeld. Bambi loved helping these children,
who expressed heartwarming gratitude. She also
was a volunteer hostess for the very popular
antique show. Bambi’s late husband Tom also was
a very active member of our
church. He served on the Vestry,
ushered, and volunteered every
week in the church oﬃce.
She is gratified to see parishioners
continue to engage in many other
community service activities, such
as the annual church clean-up day,
the car wash, Dining With A
Purpose, and Laundry Love.
Parishioners treasure and enjoy
the company of this 90-year-old
parishioner for the sharp,
humorous, honest, direct, downto-earth, elegant person she is. We thank you,
Bambi, for your faithful and timeless
contributions to our parish.
If you have an idea for a parishioner to be
profiled in this column, please contact Darlia
Clerico at darliahclerico@gmail.com.

Bambi was involved with the weekly math and
reading tutoring program for Laurelwood

With blessings and a grateful heart,
Darlia Clerico

Our group has a mission to support and grow in faith the families of the
church and Day School communities. We will meet on Friday,
September 14th at 6:30pm for a Family Potluck at Charles House.
Our next discussion group meeting will be Sunday, September 30th,
where we will convene in the church library from 9-10am to discuss
the topic of Finding Room for God in Our Over-scheduled Lives. Childcare provided.
If you are not on the mailing list and want to get in on the fellowship fun, please contact Claire Fry at
claire@loudandclaire.com or 617-416-2641.
Welcome Back!
THE TAU CROSS https://episcopalstmatthew.org

3

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo, California

Sunday Coffee Hour
The rotation for bringing treats to coﬀee hour
after the Sunday service is as follows:.
September 2:
A-D
September 9:

E-J

September 16:

K-P

September 23:

Q-S

September 30: T-Z
We ask you to please put the food you are
bringing on a paper plate (rather than in a
package) and place it on the table in Julia
Beylard Hall.

Acolyte Service and
Scholarship
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Parish Picnic and Fun Fest
September 23rd!
Mark your calendar for The Feast of St. Matthew
picnic on Sunday, September 23. The Hospitality
Committee and your Vestry warmly invite you to
our annual picnic following the combined 9am
church service. Eat scrumptious salads, baked
beans, barbecued hamburgers, veggie burgers, hot
dogs and ice cream. Invite a friend to church and
enjoy a fun day! Bon Appetit!
~ Darlia Clerico and Ildiko Gabor
Hospitality Co-Chairs

Multi-Faith Coalition:
Service Picnic
September 3, 2018

Congratulations to Mac Upchurch who is the
recipient of this year’s Acolyte Scholarship. Mac
has served faithfully in the acolyte program since
middle school. Mac attended Archbishop
Riordan High School for the past four years and
will be attending Southern Oregon University
this fall. The award is given to graduating senior
acolytes who have faithfully served St. Matthew’s
in the acolyte program. We give great thanks for
Mac’s years of dedicated service and wish him
every success in college.
The acolyte program is open to all youth who are
entering 5th grade or older. Acolytes gain a
deeper appreciation of our faith by being active
participants in our liturgy. Our next acolyte
training session will be scheduled this fall.
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Getting to Know Our Congregation
Adapted by the pages for Vanity Fair by the Rectorina, Anne Hinds. Please contact Anne at
anne.hinds@oracle.com to make suggestions for future subjects of this column.

This month’s subject: Cole Gabor
At only 23 years old, Cole likely is the youngest person ever to serve on the St. Matthew’s Vestry. A
former St. Matthew’s Day School student., he received his B.S. from Menlo College in 2017. Cole is
currently working as a Financial Analyst at Edelman PR and dating the wonderful Sabrina. Cole muses
about …
What brought you to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church?
Attending St. Matthew’s Day School

When and where were you the happiest? Swimming
competitively

How long have you been at St. Matthew’s? Almost 20
years

Which talent would you most like to have? Playing
piano

What is your current state of mind? Hopeful

If you could change one thing about yourself, what
would it be? My temperament

What is your favorite journey? My spiritual and
religious journey with St. Matthew’s – from Day
School Chapel to Sunday Services to Thurifer for
High Holy Services to Vestry Member
What is your greatest fear? Not being able to help
those in need
What secret ambition do you have? To start my own
business
What trait do you most deplore in others? Selfcenteredness

If you could change one thing about your family, what
would it be? Nothing
What do you consider your greatest achievement?
Graduating college
What is your most treasured possession? The teddy
bear my grandpa gave me when I was born
What do you regard as the lowest depths of misery?
Hopelessness
Where would you like to live? Capri, Italy

What is your greatest extravagance? Great food

What is our favorite occupation? Swim coach

What do you consider the most overrated virtue?
Righteousness

What is the quality you most like in a woman? Sense
of humor

Which living person do you most admire? My
grandfather

What is the quality you most like in a man? Sense of
humor

Which words or phrases do you most overuse?
Ummmmmm

Who are your favorite writers? Brad Thor, William
Shakespeare

What is your greatest regret? Not pursuing my
swimming career

Who is your favorite hero? Marcus Luttrell

What or who is the greatest love of your life? What –
travelling/ Who - Sabrina

What is your motto? Nothing ever is too serious.
Do things right or don’t do them at all.
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Second Harvest Food Bank
and St. Matthew’s

Women’s Spirituality Group

When you go grocery shopping,
please consider picking up a few
extra canned goods or other nonperishable items. You can leave
your food donations either in the basket at the back
of the church or at the church oﬃce. These
donations will be placed in a Second Harvest
collection barrel for pick-up.
We appreciate your thoughtfulness, and thank you
for your donations.

Multi-Faith Coalition:
Women of Faith Panel
September 29, 2018

Women of all ages are invited to join us for a
women’s spirituality group. We meet every week
throughout the year at Charles House on
Mondays at 9:15 am. This is a small group
opportunity to reflect on scripture, God’s
presence in our lives and the challenges of
discipleship, and engage in prayer. For more
information, please contact Victoria Wolcott or
Ginger Fortmiller via the church oﬃce.

Summer Croquet Fun!
On August 5th, Fr. Eric trotted out his croquet set
for a second spontaneous game this summer among
parishoners after coﬀee hour. A fun time was had by
all!

Pictured: front row, left to right: Linda Hyde, Emilie Brooks,
Elizabeth Magness, Melissa Magness. Back row, left to right:
Bryan Magness, Fr. Eric, Gayle Youlden, Tony Redmond
- Photo by Darlia Clerico
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Dining With A Purpose: You’re Invited!
Each month, our parish comes together at a diﬀerent restaurant.
We enjoy fellowship and the restaurant donates part of our
purchases to St. Matthew’s. The last two months, we dined at Thai
Tamarind in Belmont and Nachoria in Burlingame (photos below).
Our September culinary experience takes us to 31st Union in San
Mateo on September 19th!
- Photos by Ildiko Gabor
Luna Staﬀord and Abraham

Diane, Lauren & Jeﬀ Hegarty

Katie and Bob Sharp and Roberta
Woo

Victoria Wolcott, Alan Oehler, Ian
Oehler, Claire McNally

Mark and Cathy Johnson

Betsy and Mike McCall, Ann and
Tom Watters

John and Anne Murray

Taizé Candlelight Service
Tuesday, September 4 th at 7pm, Side Chapel
Everyone is invited to attend this ecumenical service characterized by meditative silence, repetitive
songs, scripture and prayer. Taizé is the first Tuesday of every month (year around) in the side chapel.
Be sure to save the date for the next Taizé service on October 2nd. To sign up for reminder emails,
please visit https://episcopalstmatthew.org/worship/taize-candlelight-service.
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is
a family called by Christ . . .

Upcoming Events
September 3

Multi-Faith Coalition: Service
Picnic

to Grow Spiritually.

September 4

Taizé Service

Come Celebrate with Us!

September 14

Family Potluck

Sunday Services are at 8:00am & 10:15am.

September 19

Dining with a Purpose

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St.
Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for
space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and
may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at
beth.vonemster@gmail.com. Entries should follow these guidelines:
Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description
including when, where, cost and contact information as applicable.
Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. Further guidelines and
tips available upon request. Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster;
Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design, Ming Lacey

September 23

Parish Picnic and Fun Fest

September 29

Multi-Faith Coalition: Women
Panel Discussion

September 30

Fellowship Parent Discussion
Group

to Live God’s Love,
to Share the Gospel,

Or Current
Resident
Or Current
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