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Keeping an Ancient Tradition Alive
By now most everyone in the
parish knows the ancient Easter
tradition that I stumbled upon
about 20 years ago. It was a
practice that even in the 18th
century was
observed by a
group of German
pastors. The
tradition
prescribes that
the Easter
sermon begin
with a joke, technically called
the risus paschalis or the
Paschal joke. Many parishioners
have lamented that they cannot
remember jokes and that they
would love for another
opportunity to hear the Paschal
joke. It is my hope that the
publication of the Paschal joke
will assist in extending the joy of
the Easter season. It goes like
this: Standing at the edge of the
seashore, an older lady was
watching her grandson play in
the surf. She was dumbstruck
when she saw a huge wave

suddenly rise up and crash over
the boy. She watched in horror
and then tried to follow him out
into the surf through the white
water and foam, but when the
wave receded her
grandson was no
longer there. He
had vanished!
The distraught
grandmother was
beside herself
with anger and
grief. She looked up to the
heavens and screamed, “Lord,
how could you let this happen?
Have I not been a model mother
and grandmother? Have I not
always put aside a portion of all
that I have and earn and given it
to the poor? Have I not always
put others before myself ? Have I
not loved my neighbors, and
tried to turn the other cheek,
and have I…..”
Suddenly a voice from the sky
interrupts and says, “Enough
already, Give me a break!”
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And suddenly out of nowhere,
another huge wave appears and
crashes on the beach. And when
the wave recedes, there, in the
midst of the foam, the boy is
miraculously standing, smiling
and splashing around, as if
nothing had happened.
The voice from heaven again
speaks, saying, “I have
returned your grandson. Are
you satisfied?” As you can
imagine, it takes the
overwhelmed grandmother
several moments to compose
herself—but then she looks up
to heaven and with arms
outstretched yells, “HE HAD A
HAT!”
-Blessings

1

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo, California

May 2019 Vol. XXXIII No. 5

Responsibility and Healthy Risk
A year ago my daughter, Kieran, was given an
assignment to care for a plushy hand puppet dog
named Andy. Andy was the kindergarten class
mascot and each student had the responsibility to
care for Andy for a weekend. The students were
given a journal to add their story to the
Adventures with Andy saga. Kieran welcomed this
responsibility! She also wondered if she would be
good at caring for Andy as her friends. During
that weekend, Andy traveled with us like part of
the family – to dance class, meals,
church, the movies, and even
down the Coke bottle slides at
(what was then) AT&T Park for a
Giants game. At first I thought
Kieran just wanted to create a
nice narrative in the class journal
to compare with her classmates.
But then I realized that having
Andy with us was more than
connecting a good story. Kieran
wanted to take responsibility for
Andy’s well-being. She opened
herself up to the risk of whether
she would be good at it, too.
Could it be that embracing responsibility, for
ourselves and for others, has something to do
with our wholeness? Can striving to do our best
and give our all, in all the vulnerability involved in
taking risk, open a window to living into the one
God created us to be? As we strive to
authentically honor our humanity and God-given
spirit, it seems that responsibility and risk are
elements essential to growth. Fear hides in the
shadows of who we think we are, reminding us we
are broken and not whole. As bitterness,
resentment, frustration and anger seem to
dominate our public stories, answering the
questions of wholeness and holiness seem even
more important. With life today more complex
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than ever, encouraging our people with the
language of responsibility and healthy risk-taking
oﬀers a way to move forward with purpose and
love. We are what we think about. I wonder how
whole and holy we would feel if we were to see
ourselves as one with God, and God in us.
The apostle Paul in his second letter to the
Corinthians (13:5) dared to say, “Do you not
realize that Jesus Christ is in you?” The living
Christ is willing to dwell in you and me, in our
perfect imperfections. We in turn
are called to be open to
incarnation. St. Gregory of Nyssa
once said, “Sin is the refusal to
keep growing.”
By the close of the weekend, my
daughter was “super excited”
about the things she did with
Andy. She thrived on
responsibility. She was good at it!
She took healthy risk and found
success. The Divine light in her
shined forth to guide her
intention. I was a proud father.
I believe there is a connection between the
responsibility we bear, taking healthy risks, and
the meaning, joy, and fullness we experience in
life. This connection is a part of living into the
one God created us to be. As we shine light
within to answer the question of wholeness and
holiness, a better tomorrow starts with
encouraging ourselves and one another to live
today. Healing this broken and beautiful world
begins in you and me taking on responsibility
and healthy risk.
Fr. Jay+
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Next Book Group Selection: Season of
the Witch
The St. Matthew's Book Group has chosen David Talbot's Season
of the Witch: Enchantment, Terror and
Deliverance in the City of Love for discussion
in May. This work of non-fiction chronicles
the dramatic history of San Francisco
between 1967 and 1982. It was a time of
social unrest, cultural change, serial crime
sprees, and tragic events. It also saw the
rise of San Francisco as a center of rock
music and anti-war activism, as well as the
beginnings of a great football dynasty.
Well-known figures including George
Moscone, Harvey Milk, Janis Joplin, Patty
Hearst, Jim Jones, Diane Feinstein, and Bill Walsh populate its
pages. We will gather at the Partlan home on Wednesday, May 22
at 7:00 pm. Bring along some of your own local memories.
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Sunday Coffee Hour
The rotation for bringing treats
to coﬀee hour after the Sunday
service is as follows:
May 5:

A-D

May 12:

E-J

May 19:

K-P

May 26:

Q-S

We ask you to please place the
food you are bringing on the
table in Julia Beylard Hall.
Thank you!

Taizé Candlelight
Service
Tuesday, May 7th, 7:00 pm

Our group has a mission to
support and grow in faith the
families of the church and Day
School communities. We will get
together on Friday, May 10th for
an informal Family Potluck at Charles House from 6:00 pm
to 7:30 pm; all are welcome! Our next discussion group
meeting will be in the church library from 9:00 am - 10:00 am
on Sunday, April 20th.
If you aren’t on the mailing list and want to get in on the
fellowship fun, please contact Claire Fry at
claire@loudandclaire.com or 617-416-2641.
See You Soon!
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Everyone is invited to attend this
ecumenical service characterized by
meditative silence, repetitive songs,
scripture and prayer. Taizé is the
first Tuesday of every month (year
around) in the side chapel. Please
mark your calendar for your next
Taizé service on June 4th.

Women’s Spirituality
Group
Women of all ages are invited to join us for
a women’s spirituality group. We meet
every week throughout the year at Charles
House on Mondays at 9:15 am. This is a
small group opportunity to reflect on
scripture, God’s presence in our lives and
the challenges of discipleship, and engage
in prayer. For more information, please
contact Victoria Wolcott or Ginger
Fortmiller via the church oﬃce.
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Angelic Faces: Roger Dewes
Roger has been attending St.
Matthew’s ever since his mother
first brought him and his three
brothers to church back in 1964!
The family had moved to the area
from Evanston, Illinois. Though
such a move can be challenging,
Roger says that, "St. Matthew’s
became a touchstone for stability,
family togetherness, and
contentment." Roger has been a
faithful servant of our church ever
since.
Roger began his volunteerism at
St. Matthew’s as a youth coordinator for high school students.
He enjoyed planning winter ski trips, service activities, and
movie outings. Roger sang bass in the church choir for over two
years. In his current roles as veteran greeter and usher, he is a
natural at making people feel welcome at St. Matthew’s. He
warmly greets everyone as they enter the church for services
and hands out programs. Roger’s genuine way of making people
feel comfortable comes from his heart: "I continue to serve my
friends as Sunday usher." He greets communicants, oﬀering an
arm as he assists them down the stairs or gives a high five to the
young ones as they proceed back to their pews. Roger is an
excellent listener and has a knack for sensing when a
parishioner needs assistance, which he oﬀers gently and with
dignity to the person in need. Roger says that he "feels right at
home and in just the right spot on Sunday mornings."
Thank you, Roger, for your heartfelt and sincere commitment
of time and talent to St. Matthew’s.
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Second Harvest
Food Bank
When you go grocery shopping,
please consider picking up a few
extra canned goods or other nonperishable items. You can leave
your food donations either in the
basket at the back of the church
or at the church oﬃce. These
donations will be placed in a
Second Harvest collection barrel
for pick-up.
We appreciate your thoughtfulness, and thank you for your
donations.

Save the Date
Thrift Shop Tea, May 4th
Around the World in Song
Mark your calendars for Saturday,
May 4th from 2:00 pm -4:00 pm
for a wonderful afternoon of
friends, song, food, and, of course,
tea. We will take you around the
world with the amazing voices of
our talented soloists and youth
choir. Tickets are $20 each and are
now available in the oﬃce, at the
Thrift Shop, and after Sunday
services.

- Darlia Clerico
If you have an idea for a parishioner to be profiled in this column, please
contact Darlia Clerico at darliahclerico@gmail.com.

THE TAU CROSS https://episcopalstmatthew.org

4

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo, California

May 2019 Vol. XXXIII No. 5

Milestones
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Marilynn Clarke, March 5th

Suzanne Elliott, April 5th

Marilynn was a deeply involved and dearly beloved
parishioner for 56 years. Her innumerable
contributions included service on the Day School
Board, serving as treasurer of the Thrift Shop for
many years, longtime membership in Christian
Social Relations, and service on the executive board
of the League for Service. Marilynn is predeceased
by her husband Bim, to whom she was married for
67 years and who passed away in 2016. She is
survived by her sister Donna, children Richard,
Stephen, and Cindy, and many grandchildren and
great grandchildren. Marilynn’s memorial service
will take place at St. Matthew’s on April 27 at
1:00pm and all are invited to attend.

Suzanne was a parishioner for several decades
before moving out of the area for retirement.
Suzanne made enormous contributions of time
and talent at St. Matthew’s, including service as
church oﬃce financial secretary and Altar Guild
director. Suzanne was predeceased by her
husband of 58 years, Nixon, and her daughter
Leann.

The Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobe Lenten Program
Big thanks to Fr. Eric and Fr. Jay for the wonderful Lenten Series this year, which was a big undertaking.
Also a huge thank you to Anne Hinds for providing a beautiful and bountiful lunch spread for each
session of the series.
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is
a family called by Christ . . .

Upcoming Events

to Live God’s Love,

May 4

Thrift Shop Tea

to Share the Gospel,

May 7

Taizé Service

to Grow Spiritually.

May 10

Family Potluck

Come Celebrate with Us!

May 12

CELEBRATE Sunday

Sunday Services at 8:00 am & 10:15 am

May 14

Laundry Love

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St.
Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the
parish. Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for
space or clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and
may be sent by email to Beth von Emster at
beth.vonemster@gmail.com. Entries should follow these guidelines:
Include title of event or article; 200 word maximum description
including when, where, cost and contact information as applicable.
Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. Further guidelines and
tips available upon request. Tau Cross Staff: Editor, Beth von Emster;
Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & Design, Ming Lacey

May 20

Fellowship Parents Group

May 22

Book Group
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