
The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo, California November 2019 Vol. XXXIII No. 10

THE TAU CROSS    https://episcopalstmatthew.org 1

end of a two-hour session, the basic 
elements of our mural design were 
worked out. The project started with 
the theme, “Go in Peace to Love and 
Serve All People.” Participants 
identified a wealth of images that 
represent our community. Images in 
the mural include a heart, loving 
hands, redwoods, El Camino Real 
(evocative of the hymn The King’s 
Highway), the Maypole (from the 
school’s May Day celebration), a dove 
(the Holy Spirit), a mustang (the 
School mascot), a surfer (a reminder 
that three Hawaiian princes attended 
our school), and musical notes to 
convey the joy of worship. 

In addition to being a beautiful work 
of art, our new mural is also a 
reminder of who we are as a 
community. At St. Matthew’s we are 
blessed to be surrounded by a wealth 
of artistic images that are both a feast 
for the eyes and work to revive our 
souls. Immersion in the fine arts may 
not be the primary reason that most 
of us go to church, but it is a treasure 
of this community that is woven into 
the fabric of our faith.  

Blessings,

In reviewing the literature about the 
many reasons that people offer for 
attending church, one rarely 
encounters the response, “to immerse 
myself in the fine arts.” Nevertheless, 
at St. Matthew’s, our lives are 
enriched by the many ways that 
artistic expression 
adds to our life of 
faith. Two quotes 
regarding the 
purpose of art 
remind me of our 
good fortune. The 
painter and 
sculptor Pablo 
Picasso once noted that, “the purpose 
of art is washing the dust of daily life 
off our souls.” The classical pianist 
Glenn Gould reflected that, “the 
purpose of art is the lifelong 
construction of a state of wonder.” It 
is easy to take for granted the visual 
displays of artistic talent that form a 
backdrop to our worship and 
community gatherings. Many people 
do list music as an important aspect 
of their church attendance, and it is a 
treasure of our parish. Yet music is 
only one of the five traditional fine 
arts; the others are painting, 
sculpture, architecture, and poetry.  
All five categories of the fine arts are 
to be found at St. Matthew’s. 

The way that most people first 
encounter our church is through the 
architecture. The neo-gothic facade of 
our building is unique in our area. Its 
style is well executed and the very 
structure points eloquently to our 
tradition and centuries of church 

history. Once inside our church, the 
architecture is further accentuated by 
our stained glass windows and other 
appointments. Stained glass combines 
the art of painting with the careful 
crafting of glass to produce scenes 
that combine meaning with beauty. 

Within the church 
one will also find 
individual art works. 
In the side chapel is 
a painted triptych 
icon depicting a 
manger scene. One 
of our banners 
depicts a scene from 

the famous Unicorn Tapestries which 
date to the late Middle Ages. A 
Madonna and child painting can be 
found in the Sacristy. Sculpted images 
decorate the woodwork of the choir 
and the Paschal candle, and an 
annunciation scene is just inside the 
church doors facing Baldwin Avenue. 
Every Sunday during worship we 
engage with the poetry of the Psalter. 
During some seasons the meter of the 
psalms is put to music, which 
enhances the artistic presentation. 
We are blessed to be surrounded by 
an amazing supply of artistic 
inspiration. 

In September, our school and church 
communities began to collaborate on 
an artwork project of our own design. 
With the guidance of Precita Eyes, an 
organization that specializes in 
community art projects, a group of 
about twenty people brainstormed to 
identify images to incorporate in a 
mural for our back playground. By the 
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Words and Companions
Back in September my kids staged a coup over 
the driving music I selected for the morning 
commute to school. I often listen to one song in 
particular: The Spirit of Radio by the rock trio 
Rush. My children said, “Dad, you always play 
this. Play something else!” My phone contains 
hundreds of tunes from all over the 
diverse musical world, yet this Rush 
song remains at the top of my 
playlist. In a roundabout way, my 
kids invited a reflection on why I 
seek out this song. I think it is 
because words are important to 
me.
I once heard our Presiding Bishop, 
Michael Curry, say “We love 
words… because it reflects who we 
want to be and who we know we 
are.” Words reflect the heart. “The Spirit of 
Radio” begins:   

Begin the day with a friendly voice 
A companion, unobtrusive 
Plays that song that’s so elusive 
And the magic music makes your morning 
mood. 

That line sounds to me like “Good Morning” and 
a reminder that we are not alone. I find that the 
words and songs with which we surround 
ourselves offer connection.  

The Holy Scriptures hold many stories of God’s 
great love and the reassurance of God’s grace, and 
those words have been companions on my 
journey. “Even though I  walk through the valley of  
the shadow of death,  I will  fear no evil, for  you 
are with me; your  rod and your staff, they comfort 
me.” Psalm 23:4. In a world full of confusion and 
brokenness, words invite us into holy spaces. The 
Good News in these words challenges and 
comforts us. Hear the words of Jesus: “Come to 

me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” Matthew 11: 28-30.  

I wonder how you feel the energy of 
Jesus’ words? I experience blessing 
and a sense of trust that I am not 
alone. God never said we wouldn’t 
experience suffering, sacrifice, or 
hardship. Rather, the Good Lord 
goes with us in all the complexity of 
life. The words from our Rite 1 
Eucharistic Prayer come to 
mind:  

We offer and present unto thee, O Lord, 
our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, 

we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 
Communion may worthily receive the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that 
we and all thy whole Church may be made one body 
with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

Book of Common Prayer 1979, P. 342-343. 
 
Christian folks, and Episcopalians in particular, 
deeply value the beauty and flow in the rhyme 
and rhythm of words. We find it in the liturgies 
and even in the words we put on the walls. The 
newly installed community mural on the Day 
School playgound says boldly, “Go in Peace to 
Love and Serve All People.” As we bear witness 
in our lives to the way of love and connection, 
may the words we surround ourselves with give 
us faithful companionship.    

-Fr. Jay + 

Photo by Jack Marsal
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Taizé Candlelight 
Service 

Tuesday, November 5th
Everyone is invited to attend 
this ecumenical service 
characterized by meditative 
silence, repetitive songs, 
scripture and prayer. Taizé starts 
at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday 
of every month (year around) in 
the church. Please mark your 
calendar for your next Taizé 
service on December 3rd. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Women’s Spirituality 
Group 

Women of all ages are invited to 
join us for a women’s spirituality 
group. We meet every week 
throughout the year at Charles 
House on Mondays at 9:15 am. 
This is a small group opportunity 
to reflect on scripture, God’s 
presence in our lives and the 
challenges of discipleship, and 
engage in prayer. For more 
information, please contact 
Victoria Wolcott or Ginger 
Fortmiller via the church 
office. 

All Parish Thanksgiving Potluck 
Friday, November 1st 

Refreshments at 6:15 pm and Dinner at 7:00 pm 
Julia Beylard Hall and The Krebs Room 

Bring yourselves, your favorite side dish and beverage to share. 
The hosts will provide the turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, and 
gravy. Kindly RSVP to the Church Office at (650) 342-1481 or 
office@episcopalstmatthew.org or sign up after the services on 
Sunday. Childcare will be provided. 

Sponsored by the League for Service and St. Catherine’s Section 

Choir Service Alert! 
Due to vacation absences, we do 
not have a full choir for the late 
service on Christmas Eve. Our 
director, Philip Keil, is asking 
for experienced singers, whether 
parishioners or not, to augment 
our choral resources for that 
service. Please call Philip at 
(650) 342-9553 or through the 
parish office at (650) 342-1481. 
He will arrange a personalized 
rehearsal schedule for you based 
on your availability.  

Our group has a mission to support and 
grow in faith the families of the church and 
Day School communities. Please join us in 
the church library for a special meeting on 

Sunday, November 3rd from 9-10 am when Family Coach, 
Speaker, and Author Susan Stone will be joining us to  discuss the 
real goal of parenting: raising a successful adult. Childcare is 
provided. 
Then we will get together on Friday, November 8th for an 
informal Family Potluck in Julia Beylard Hall from 6-7:30 pm; all 
are welcome! 

If you aren’t on the mailing list and want to get in on the Fellowship 
fun, please contact Claire Fry at claire@loudandclaire.com or 
617-416-2641. See you soon!
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Joyce began attending 
church services at St. 
Matthew’s in 1979. Her 
daughter’s enrollment as a 
fifth grader at the Day 
School and her husband’s 
position as the organist and 
music teacher made it a 
comfortable fit to be part of 
the church.  
"The traditional liturgy, the 
spirituality, enhanced by the 

windows and the beautiful building" attracted 
Joyce to St. Matthew’s. These features reminded 
her of her family’s church in Ohio, where her 
father was a Lutheran minister. Joyce says, "I love 
the music and the broad-minded approach to 
spirituality, as well as the sermons, the people, 
and the quiet contemplation." She finds it 

important to financially support the church’s 
ministries. 

For many years Joyce worked as a school and 
church choir conductor. She established the 
Ragazzi Boys Chorus in 1987 with 7 boys. It has 
been gratifying for Joyce to see the chorus grow 
to its present size of 275 boys in 5 levels, plus an 
active alumni chorus, which tours the world. For 
Joyce, the joy of music is that, "music connects 
the body and mind and in the practice of it, 
engages the reflective and spiritual side of us in 
addition to our problem solving skills." 

Thank you, Joyce for your devotion of time and 
talent to St. Matthew’s. 

With appreciation and blessings, 
Darlia Clerico 

If you have an idea for a parishioner to be profiled in 
this column, please contact Darlia Clerico at 

darliahclerico@gmail.com. 

Next Book Group 
Wednesday, November 13th

The St. Matthew’s Book 
Group will meet on 
November 13th at 7:00 pm to 
discuss David Brooks’ latest 
work, The Second Mountain. 
Brooks discusses a collection 
of people who live joyous, 
committed lives and who 
have embraced the necessity 
and beauty of interdependence, in spite of living 
in a society that celebrates material success, 
freedom, and individualism over community and 
commitment. He gathers their wisdom on how to 
choose a partner, pick a vocation, live out a 
philosophy, and integrate our commitments into 
one overriding purpose. All are invited to 
participate. Jane Dunbar will host.  

Angelic Faces: Joyce Keil
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Organ Update 
New façade pipes for our organ have been manufactured by 
the firm A.R. Schopp’s Sons, Inc. in Alliance, Ohio. After 
the pipes receive gold coloration, they will be shipped to us 
for installment on the 
north side of the chancel 
by the Swain & Kates firm 
of San Francisco. A 
companion set for the 
south side will be created 
as well.  

The Schopp’s firm also has 
restored our treasured 
English horn pipes and built us a new trumpet stop of 61 
pipes. These will be installed, voiced and tuned by Swain & 
Kates.  

Philip Keil  

In Memoriam - Roger Tennyson 

Beloved parishioner Roger Tennyson, 
September 19. Roger was a parishioner 
for many decades. He dedicated 
countless hours to the thrift shop where 
he put donations of every sort into 
serviceable condition, from replacing 
batteries in donated toys to repairing 
jewelry. He and his late wife of 59 years, 
Mina, could be counted on to attend 
Shrove Tuesday every year without fail. 
He is dearly missed. Roger’s funeral 
service will take place at St. Matthew’s 
on November 2nd at 2 pm. 

Milestones

Second Harvest Food 
Bank 

When you go grocery shopping, please 
consider  picking  up  a  few  extra 
canned goods or other non-perishable 
items.  You  can  leave  your  food 
donations either in the basket at the 
back of  the church or at  the church 
office. These donations will be placed 
in a Second Harvest collection barrel 
for pick-up.

We  appreciate  your  thoughtfulness, 
and thank you for your donations.

Birthday - Roger Krakow 

Long time parishioner Roger 
Krakow received a birthday 
blessing for his 96th birthday at 
the October 20th Sunday 
service.
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Laundry Love 
Your Chance to Strengthen the Fabric of Our Community 

The Laundry Love initiative consists of providing 
assistance to people who are struggling financially 
by helping them with their laundry. Our parish 
has been working on this ministry in partnership 
with Samaritan House since 2017, and it makes a 
significant difference in the lives of the people we 
serve. 
Our “noisy bucket” collections take place on the 
first Sunday of every month. During the services, 
we collect quarters (or any denomination of 
funds) for use at the laundrymat. Our deepest 
thanks to you for your contributions.  

We work with participants on the second 
Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 9:00 pm at 
the Clothesline Laundromat on 25th Avenue in 
San Mateo. Volunteers sign up for one of two 
shifts. We have fun getting to know the 

participants and enjoy fellowship with one 
another. Deepest thanks to our volunteers who 
make the program possible.  

If you would like to volunteer or make a donation 
of funds or supplies (laundry soap, dryer sheets, 
etc.), please contact Betsy McCall at 
Elizabeth.h.mccall@gmail.com.  

Fright Fest Photo 
Saturday, October 26th

Follow Us on Social Media 

facebook.com/episcopalstmatthew/ 

@episcopalstmatthew 

linkedin.com/company/episcopal-church-st-
matthew/
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Aloha Spirit Gala 
Saturday, October 5th

Photos by Jack Marsal



THE TAU CROSS
The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is  

a family called by Christ . . .  
to Live God’s Love, 

to Share the Gospel, 
to Grow Spiritually. 

Come Celebrate With Us! 

Sunday Services at 8:00 am & 10:15 am

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. 
Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the parish. 
Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or 
clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and may be 
sent by email to Beth von Emster at beth.vonemster@gmail.com. Entries 
should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word 
maximum description including when, where, cost and contact 
information as applicable. Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. 
Further guidelines and tips available upon request. Tau Cross Staff: 
Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & 
Design, Ming Lacey

Upcoming Events

November 1 All Parish Thanksgiving

November 3 Fellowship Parents Group

November 5 Taizé Service

November 8 Family Potluck

November 13 Book Group

November 20 School Holiday House
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