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tranquility and calm. Advent invites us 
to stop and reflect upon those things 
that give our life meaning and the 
people with whom we want to make 
deeper connections. By keeping the 
season of Advent we can gain 
perspective on the frantic pace of the 
world around us and be ready to 
embrace Christmas when it finally 
comes.  

Blessings,

Our culture’s fanatical embrace of 
Christmas has all but obliterated the 
season of Advent. This year several 
people have reported seeing 
Christmas items on sale in stores 
before Halloween. I heard Christmas 
holiday music playing in the mall two 
weeks in advance of Thanksgiving, 
and the Disney channel Freeform 
promotes a lineup of entertainment 
titled, “The 25 days of Christmas,” 
which airs almost entirely during the 
season of Advent (December 1st - 
25th).

The hymn Come thou Long Expected 
Jesus sets the tone for Advent. It is a 
season of longing, of yearning, and 
waiting for the celebration of the 
birth of a savior. During Advent, we 
reflect upon the long period of time 
that the people of God waited before 
Jesus was born. We hold off 
decorating the church and singing 

Christmas hymns until Christmas Eve 
when we are finally ready for a full 
festive celebration.

This year, the season of Advent 
highlights two great events. On the 
first Sunday of Advent, after the 
second Sunday service, we will gather 
in the church at 12:15 pm for the 
singing of the Messiah. Led by the 
choir, people are invited to sing along 
or simply listen to Handel’s 
magnificent oratorio in our beautiful 
church setting. The following Sunday, 
December 8th at 10:15 am, we will 
celebrate a service of Advent Lessons 
and Carols. The choirs of the church 
and Day School will combine for this 
service, which will include a 
celebration of the Eucharist.

At a time when most of the world has 
already jumped ahead to Christmas, 
the season of Advent can be a time of 
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
I love Christmas music! ‘Tis the season when I 
can play classic hymns of faith without my 
children complaining about taking church with 
me in the car. One of my favorite Christmas 
hymns is “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” It’s a 
bright, sing-able, and beloved Christmas tune. 
Charles Wesley wrote the lyrics in 1739, and Felix 
Mendelssohn set them to music in 1840. The 
opening stanza of this wonderful carol goes:

Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!

The song connects singer and listener to the 
narrative of God’s great love. It invites joy evokes 
a hope. Yet language from 300 years ago can be 
hard to understand. My daughter loves to wonder, 
so she asks a lot of questions. Naturally she has 
questions about the opening lines of this hymn. 
What does “hark” mean? Literally it means, 
“listen.” What about, “God and sinners 
reconciled?” The separation from love we 
experience in sin finds healing because Jesus 
shows us a love unconditional.  As St. Paul says, 
“God reconciled everything to himself. He made 
peace with everything in heaven and on earth by 
means of Christ’s blood of the cross.” Colossians 
1:20. Ultimately we sing of a God who loves us! 

As a parent of “Generation Z” children (the post-
millennial generation born between 1997 and the 
present), my deepest concern is that they find 
their way in a world full of complexity, chaos, and 
constant change, and that they take courage, see 
connection, are responsible, and live into love. 
For all the talk about church decline, broken 
families, and the polarization of our nation, in the 
younger generations I see possibility and feel 
hopeful.  The Pew Research Center’s 2014 

“Religious Landscape Study” offers significant 
insights about this generation: 

• Generation Z comprises 25% of the US 
population;

• Their generational personality mirrors much 
of the hardworking, loyal, and patriotic 
sensibility of much older generations;

• They have a deep sense of community and 
value active participation;

• They have higher church attendance in 
young adulthood than Millennials 
(1982-1996) or Generation X (1965-1981).     

The trends toward healthy relationship and 
spiritual wholeness demand our attention.  We 
want the best for ourselves and our younger ones. 
That starts with creating gracious spaces to 
connect the generations. I see this in our church 
all the time.  Elders mentor young ones with 
wisdom and encouragement, and younger 
generations bless older ones with the gift of 
presence and energy. 
Christmas hymns celebrating Jesus’ birth offer 
much needed words that invite us to enter the 
way of love. May we share the good news found 
in the great truths of Christmas, that God loves 
us and we make that Divine love grow when we 
seek togetherness.  “Light and life to all he 
brings… Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to 
the newborn king!”  

Merry Christmas, everyone!  
-Fr. Jay + 
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Taizé Candlelight 
Service 

Tuesday, December 3rd
Everyone is invited to attend 
this ecumenical service 
characterized by meditative 
silence, repetitive songs, 
scripture and prayer. Taizé starts 
at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday 
of every month (year around) in 
the church. Please mark your 
calendar for your next Taizé 
service on January 7th. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Women’s Spirituality 
Group 

Women of all ages are invited to 
join us for a women’s spirituality 
group. We meet every week 
throughout the year at Charles 
House on Mondays at 9:15 am. 
This is a small group opportunity 
to reflect on scripture, God’s 
presence in our lives and the 
challenges of discipleship, and 
engage in prayer. For more 
information, please contact 
Victoria Wolcott or Ginger 
Fortmiller via the church 
office. 

Choir Service Alert! 
Due to vacation absences, we do 
not have a full choir for the late 
service on Christmas Eve. Our 
director, Philip Keil, is asking 
for experienced singers, whether 
parishioners or not, to augment 
our choral resources for that 
service. Please call Philip at 
(650) 342-9553 or through the 
parish office at (650) 342-1481. 
He will arrange a personalized 
rehearsal schedule for you based 
on your availability.  

Our group has a mission to support and grow 
in faith the families of the church and Day 
School communities. Please join us on 
Sunday, December 1st from 9:00 am - 

10:00 am in the church library when we will share tips for 
“Volunteering with Kids.” Childcare is provided.

Then we will get together on Friday, December 13th for an 
informal Family Potluck in Julia Beylard Hall from 6:00 pm - 7:30 
pm; all are welcome!

If you aren’t on the mailing list and want to get in on the Fellowship 
fun, please contact Claire Fry at claire@loudandclaire.com or 
617-416-2641. See you soon! Lessons & Carols 

Sunday, December 8th
Please join the Day School 
choirs for a festive service of 
Advent Lessons and Carols on 
Sunday, December 8th at the 
10:15 am service. The service 
of quiet, hope and peace is a 
beautiful way to celebrate the 
season of Advent, which prepares 
us for the glories of Christmas. A 
reception will follow the service, 
hosted by the Day School choir 
families.

- Carla Chun Hoblit

Laundry Love 
Your Chance to Strengthen the Fabric of Our Community

Laundry Love is a partnership between St. Matthew’s and Samaritan 
House that helps people who are experiencing financial struggle with 
their laundry. Our “noisy bucket” collections take place on the first 
Sunday of every month. We collect quarters (or any funds) for use at 
the laundromat. We work with participants on the second Tuesday 
evening of the month at the Clothesline Laundromat on 25th Avenue 
in San Mateo. 

If you would like to volunteer or make a donation of funds or 
supplies (laundry soap, dryer sheets, etc.), please contact Betsy 
McCall at Elizabeth.h.mccall@gmail.com. 

mailto:Elizabeth.h.mccall@gmail.com
mailto:Elizabeth.h.mccall@gmail.com
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We are blessed to have the sound of our historic pipe organ 
returned to us. The Swain & Kates firm completed wiring and 
installation of a new combination action in the console (the 
keyboard desk where the organist is seated to perform). In 
addition, A.R. Schopp’s Sons of Alliance, Ohio completed the 
refurbishment of the 73 pipes of the English Horn. The pipes 
have been reinstalled in the organ chamber and are again 
playable. The refurbishment is a resounding success, much to 
organist Philip’s great pleasure! 

We are awaiting post-Christmas delivery of additional parts that 
are currently being manufactured for us. These include an 
English Trumpet stop of 61 pipes; new gold-toned façade pipes; 
electronic components for the addition of 24 digital sub-bass 
notes; and a windchest to accommodate the new English 
Trumpet pipes.

- Philip Keil

Organ Restoration Update

Bell Tower Update 
All of us have missed 
hearing the Howard 
Memorial Tower chimes at 
our Sunday services. 
Discarded strikers sit in 
the chapel awaiting haul-
away. These components 
will be replaced by the 
company Meeks, Watson 
and Company of 

Georgetown, Ohio. The firm has a solid reputation 
nationally. Their most recent major local work was 
at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in San Jose. They 
are providing us with the first full renovation and 
maintenance service since the tower’s erection 
more than 50 years ago. We expect to have the 
bells playing again a few weeks after Christmas.

- Philip Keil
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Angelic Faces 
Gayle Youlden and Tony Redmond

Gayle and her mother came to St. Matthew's in 
1952 from Butte, Montana.  Gayle immediately 
started attending Sunday School and later 
attended church services with her mother. Gayle’s 
son, Henri, attended the Day School and was 
confirmed at St. Matthew’s. Gayle says, "I've 
always loved St. Matthew’s since I 
was little. The church is so 
beautiful: the music, the choir and 
all the people. It makes me 
respectful and happy just to walk 
in." She also loves coffee hour and 
church events. These features keep 
Gayle a devoted parishioner.  

Gayle's contribution of her 
incredible talent as a "chef de 
cuisine" has been such a loving gift 
to our church community. She and 
husband Tony work tirelessly to prepare and serve 
meals at many church events and memorials. She 
also keeps the church kitchen ecologically 
sustainable with proper receptacles and hands-on 
training in their use. Her efforts have contributed 
significantly to smooth kitchen operations during 
church and school events.  

Gayle has been a dedicated participant for many 
years of the Garden Guild, Hospitality 
Committee, and St. Catherine’s. She is a long-time 
usher and has served on the Vestry and as the 
League for Service President.

Gayle and Tony have been a couple since 1996.  As 
of their January 2019 nuptials, they are now Mr. 
and Mrs.

Tony started attending St. Matthew’s with Gayle 
in 1996.  Shortly thereafter, Tony got involved as 

an usher and is still faithfully ushering 
today. His warm smile and thank you 
always accompanies the collection 
plate. Tony thoroughly enjoys coming 
to coffee hour to mingle with his 
friends and meet new people. At many 
church functions, such as weddings, 
memorials, and annual galas, Tony 
frequently serves as our favorite 
bartender, adding to the fun of every 
event. He also works with his wife 
quietly and capably behind the scenes 
to ensure the event’s success. What 

Tony loves about St. Matthews is "the beauty of 
the church, especially the beautiful stained glass 
windows."  He appreciates the sincerity of the 
parishioners and the connection between Father 
Eric and Anne Hinds. 

We thank you, Gayle and Tony, for your many 
years of faith, dedication, and service to St. 
Matthew’s.

- Darlia Clerico

If you have an idea for a parishioner to be profiled in this 
column, please contact Darlia Clerico at 
darliahclerico@gmail.com.

2019 Stewardship Pledge Update
We are into November and have so far this year managed to reach a total of 
$420,962 in pledge income which is a great achievement.  However, we are still 
about $39,000 short of our 2019 target of $460,000.  This is a fair gap and if it 
remains as is, we will likely have quite a significant overspend for the year 
given the trend with expenses.  The total number of pledges to date is 127 
which compares to 145 for the full year in 2018.  With a bit of luck, we can still 
hit or come close to our target with any remaining pledges. Thank you. 

-Paul Harris, Treasurer
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Vestry Candidate Biographies 
Following are the biographies of the parishioners who have been nominated to serve on the vestry. Four 
candidates are nominated to serve three-year terms. They will be voted upon at our 2020 Annual 
Meeting. Please mark your calendar to attend the meeting on Sunday, January 26th. 

Debra Crawford 
Debra has been a lifelong 
member of the church. Her 
parents Warren and Ofelia 
Crawford were married at 
St. Matthew’s in 1973. 
Debra and her older brother 
Reggie were baptized and 
confirmed by Father Whitcher and attended 
Sunday School taught by their favorite teacher 
Mrs. DeWitt. Debra followed in her father’s 
footsteps by volunteering as a Sunday School 
teacher and youth group leader. Debra and her 
husband Doug were married at St. Matthew’s by 
Father Hinds in 2014 and will greet you with a 
smile every 4th Sunday at the 8 am service. In 2017 
Debra and Doug joined Laundry Love and enjoy 
making new friends and supporting the people 
they serve within the community.

Debra graduated from the University of San 
Francisco and CCAC (California College of Arts & 
Crafts) with a degree in Graphic Design and 
Marketing. She is currently a Creative Director 
and she can be found at her husband’s gym in 
Belmont playing with kettlebells. She feels 
incredibly blessed to be a part of the St. 
Matthews's family.

Helen Schwab 
In 2016, Helen returned to the 
Peninsula where she had lived 
as a child after a 32-year career 
as a public sector labor law 
attorney in Los Angeles. Upon 
the recommendation of family 
friends, Helen had the pleasure 
of attending services at the Episcopal 
Church of St. Matthew in San Mateo. Before 
meeting anyone at St. Matthew’s, she observed 
that the church grounds and courtyard were 
beautifully and meticulously maintained, and knew 
the parishioners here cared deeply for their 
church.

Helen felt welcomed by the church staff and was 
moved by the lovely architecture of the church and 
the spirituality of the art glass windows with their 
colorful and stunning views, reflecting the beauty 
of an English garden. Helen particularly enjoyed 
meeting Fr. Eric and attended both the 8:00 am 
and 10:15 am services each Sunday for months after 
joining St. Matthew’s.

Since that time, Helen has become a member of 
the St. Catherine’s section and serves as its 
Treasurer. She also is the Parliamentarian for the 
League for Service. She is most grateful for the 
guidance and friendship shown to her by many 
wonderful members of St. Matthew’s.
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Mark E. Johnson 
Mark grew up on the south 
shore of Long Island and 
met his wife Cathy at 
Union College in 
Schenectady, NY. Mark 
and Cathy have been 
married for 45 years, and 
have been members of the 
Episcopal Church since the early 1980s. They have 
two children, Matthew and Jennifer, who were 
baptized in Calvary Church in Summit, New Jersey. 
After 40 years in New Jersey, Mark and Cathy 
moved to California four years ago to be closer to 
their children and 5 grandchildren. They were 
drawn to St. Matthew’s due to its comfortable 
character and close proximity to their new home.

Mark retired in 2017 from a career as executive 
vice president of TFH/Central Garden and Pet and 
is now Chairman of the Board of a non-profit in 
Redwood City, Friends for Youth. Mark now uses 
his business skills in organization, finance and 
marketing developed over a 45-year career to help 
Friends for Youth navigate the choppy waters of 
high caliber non-profit organizations. FFY 
provides mentoring services and family 
consultation annually to hundreds of 
disadvantaged youth on the Peninsula.

Mark enjoys this new era of retired life because it 
allows him to spend time with his children and 
grandchildren as well as give back to the 
community.  Mark and Cathy like to travel 
internationally and visit friends and family across 
the country. 

Caroline McNally 
When Caroline’s oldest child 
started preschool at the Day 
School in 1994, Caroline and 
her family were so taken with 
the community of church and 
school that they determined to 
join the parish to truly 
experience the St. Matthew’s 
Community. These past 25 years have seen the 
church, the school, and the McNally family evolve 
and grow. In that time Caroline and her husband, 
Michael, have both served in leadership roles on 
the Vestry while each of their 3 children, Chloe, 
Luc and Jack, have attended the Day School. 
Caroline’s first volunteer role at church was with 
the Hospitality Committee. Over the years she has 
also served as a Trustee of the Day School Board, 
ultimately in the capacity of Board Chair. This past 
year saw her serving as a School Trustee and as 
Senior Warden.

In her professional career, Caroline is a marketing 
and brand strategist. She has played strategic 
CMO roles for both large established brands and 
start-up technology firms. She is a co-founder of 
Global Brand Works, which serves a global 
clientele to create, position and activate their 
brands.

Caroline has shared her passion for branding as an 
author, guest lecturer and conference speaker. She 
holds a BA from Vassar and an MBA from the 
Thunderbird School of International Management.  
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a family called by Christ . . .  
to Live God’s Love, 

to Share the Gospel, 
to Grow Spiritually. 

Come Celebrate With Us! 

Sunday Services at 8:00 am & 10:15 am

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. 
Matthew. We welcome submissions that have a connection to the parish. 
Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be edited for space or 
clarity. The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month and may be 
sent by email to Beth von Emster at beth.vonemster@gmail.com. Entries 
should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or article; 200 word 
maximum description including when, where, cost and contact 
information as applicable. Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. 
Further guidelines and tips available upon request. Tau Cross Staff: 
Editor, Beth von Emster; Associate Editor, Cherie Hammer; Layout & 
Design, Ming Lacey

Upcoming Events
December 1 Fellowship Parents Group 

Messiah Sing-Along

December 3 Taizé Service

December 8 Lessons and Carols

December 13 Family Potluck

December 24 Christmas Eve Services

December 25 Christmas Day Service

January 1 New Year’s Day Service
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