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2020 Children’s Christmas 
Pageant at 4:00 pm. This 
year’s pageant will venture to tell 
the Christmas story by splicing 
together individual clips of our 
youngest parishioners. At 5:30 
pm, parishioners are invited to 
gather on our front lawn for a 
Christmas Tree lighting 
ceremony. The tree lights will 
switch from white to many 
colors, and we will have the 
opportunity to hear one or more 
of our soloists sing Christmas 
carols. We will livestream on 
Facebook our traditional 
Christmas Eve Service at 
9:00 pm. The “live” Christmas 
Day service at 10:00 am will be a 
replay of the Christmas Eve 
service. 

It is safe to say that no one 
anticipated the dramatic ways 
that the year 2020 would be 
affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic. Living with the 
realities of social distancing has 
been difficult for our community, 
the nation, and the world. 
All of us are suffering 
from some form of 
COVID-19 fatigue 
and long for a safe 
return to normal 
life. As we move 
through the season of 
Advent towards Christmas, 
it is disheartening to 
contemplate not gathering in 
person. Given the resurgence of 
the pandemic and the record 
number of new cases reported in 
November, our parish will 
continue to follow a cautioned 
approach with regard to 
reopening. In the meantime, our 
staff has worked hard to provide 
multiple ways for us to gain a 
sense of community and to 
celebrate the season.

The season of Advent officially 
begins on Sunday, November 
29th. The Altar Guild has given 
careful thought to where the 
Advent wreath will be relocated. 
The season will be marked by 
our use of blue vestments. On 
the front lawn of our church 

grounds, the season of Advent 
will be commemorated by a 15-
foot tree with white lights. On 
the second Sunday of Advent on 
December 6th, in addition to 
our regular 10:00 am service, we 
will premier a Service of 

Advent Lessons and 
Carols at 5:30 pm. The 

service will be posted 
to our Facebook 
page. If you are 
unfamiliar with 

Lessons and Carols, 
the service prepares us 

for the Feast of the Nativity 
through word and song. 
Musicians and readers from both 
our church and Day School 
communities will be featured. In 
the afternoon of the third 
Sunday of Advent, December 
13th, our church soloists, 
augmented by additional 
musicians, will perform a 
shortened version of our yearly 
Messiah Concert. The exact 
time is still to be determined but 
it will take place after our regular 
Sunday service at 10:00 am. The 
Fourth Sunday of Advent will 
consist of our regular Sunday 
service recorded at the normal 
time.

On Christmas Eve we plan to 
begin our community 
celebration by premiering our 
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Going into the close of this year, I feel mentally 
and spiritually exhausted. The anxiety and 
excitement of this year’s presidential race in 
November really affected us. We saw our people 
stretched and stressed in ways that affected 
our health and wholeness. This just 
added to the complex mix of loss and 
isolation caused by this ongoing 
pandemic and the reckoning of racial 
injustice and economic injury we all 
face.

For the last 50 years or so, our country had 
for the most part been equally split between 
conservatives and progressives. When it comes to 
the office of the President of the United States, I 
believe people generally vote for the ones who 
symbolize hopefulness to them. Being a diverse 
people, hope is not a homogenous idea. But large 
numbers of voters reflected how important it was 
to “Fight for America’s Soul” or to “Make America 
Great Again.” Perhaps thinking about the attention 

we give to symbols can 
help us understand 
why people have been 
so passionate about 
who serves as our 
nation’s President. 
Consider what the 
Statue of Liberty or 
the Golden Gate 
Bridge mean 

symbolically to our people? How about the flags we 
fly, or our holidays, like the 4th of July or Veterans 
Day? The U.S. Presidency symbolizes not only hope 
for a better today, but the opportunity to live into 
the idea of the American Dream. The office 
represents power, traditions, and global standing. It 
embodies a leadership that ideally guides and 
inspires us. Whether we agree with the politics and 
policies or not, the leaders we elect reflect who we 

are together. Symbols are powerful links to what 
we hold dear.

When the election was called for Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris on November 7th, people in my 

neighborhood in the Outer Mission of 
San Francisco took to the streets like 

the Giants had won the World Series. 
The sounds of drums and fireworks 
filled the air for the rest of the day. 

Celebrations popped up across the 
nation. Around the world, from Ireland 

to India, people rejoiced. In London, my 
brother called to say folks were blowing off 
fireworks as if was Guy Fawkes Day. America 
really symbolizes a hopeful ideal in the world. I 
also realize that almost half the nation did not 
feel the same way. Some people expressed to me 
their sadness, anger, frustration, and loss at the 
outcome of this election. That day sounded a full 
cacophony of emotions. Could all these varying 
feelings be rooted in our need for hope? Let’s pay 
attention to the symbols.

Luckily the Christian faith offers many symbols 
to understand the wonder, mystery, and goodness 
of God’s great love. As we begin a new church 
year in Advent, I always pay attention to the 
hymns because they store so much hopeful 
energy. The Advent hymn People, Look East 
reminds us to open ourselves for a season of 
joyful expectation.

People, look east. The time is near 
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Guest, is on the way.

Continued on next page

Symbols of Hope
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The season of Advent invites a deep hope to watch 
and wait for the coming of God’s great love in 
Christ born again in our hearts and minds. The 
story of prophecy and promise reveals a Great 
Love happening in us, a love made 
real when we choose to share 
lifegiving goodness out in the world. 
We embody the movement of 
Advent through our longing for 
liberation and justice, lifting up a 
joyful expectation in the 
proclamation of Holy Scripture and 
Sacred Song. We prepare to 
welcome God made new for us in 
love.   

I believe our challenge will be to 
make the love of God more real than ever before. 
We are as we live into LOVE in all the big and 
small ways. The symbols of hope out there help us 
to look for what is right in the world. Although we 
may not be able to gather in the old way, or in the 
way we want, we gather in the new way: lifting one 

another in spirit. We light candles not in church, 
but at home to remind us that the Christ is in our 
hearts and God’s presence everywhere. The blue of 
the season can be seen in the sky connecting us 

with all creation. The Advent tree on 
the front lawn of the church will 
eventually become a Christmas tree 
we light with all the colors 
representing our connecting us as - 
in Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 
words - “The Rainbow People of 
God.” All these symbols of faith 
remind us that Love is the Way.  
Christ will be born on Christmas 
Day.  

May the season and symbols of 
Advent shared by our people propel you toward the 
true joy of Christmas. God Bless You and Your 
Loved Ones in this Season of Hope! 

- Fr. Jay

Children’s Book Drive  
St. Matthew's is collecting gently used or new books for Access Books Bay Area, an organization 
that provides books to under-resourced schools in the Bay Area. The need is particularly great 
during this time when there is limited access to books through schools and libraries due to the 
COVID pandemic. A collection box will be placed outside the school library on weekdays until 
December 12. Criteria for book donations: gently used or like-new books, in good condition, less 
than five years old (no yellowed or torn pages); books for elementary K-6 children. Donations of 
new books may also be made through the Access Books Bay Area Amazon wish list.  
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Peace and Love
The 1960’s in the Bay Area was an interesting 
time. The saying “Peace and Love” was thought 
to have originated in the Summer of Love 
in 1967, when up to 100,000 people 
gathered in San Francisco for a 
‘hippy’ festival. Who doesn’t 
remember the song by the Beatles, 
“All You Need is Love,” which came 
out in the same year? “Peace and 
Love” continues to have meaning for us 
in the present day. 

Where do we find “peace and love” when 
uncertainty, unrest, and hate are ever-present in 
our nation and beyond? Where can we go to 
escape all the negative news? I believe that we 
can go to God through prayer and scripture 
reading to find the peace and love that we are so 
desperately seeking right now.

These Bible verses can help lift you up to God’s 
peaceful and loving presence and are some of 

my favorites:  

“The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace.” Numbers 6:26 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
not let them be afraid.” John 14:27 

We also find peace and love with one another 
virtually during our Sunday service. Following 
the clergy’s prompt, “the peace of the Lord be 
always with you,” we respond, “and also with 
you.” This moment of the service reminds us 
that we are still one community united in our 
faith and love of God.  

During this Advent season I encourage you to 
create an even stronger loving and peaceful 
relationship with God as we await with 
enthusiastic anticipation the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 

Peace and love, 
Deacon Lauren 

Beware of Email Scams 
Unfortunately, email phishing scams targeting clergy and parishioners persist. Typically these 
emails purport to solicit gift cards to assist people in need. Please know that the St. Matthew’s 
clergy will never do this. If you receive an email you find suspicious, please do not hesitate to 
contact the church office or any of our clergy directly to confirm. To report a suspicious emails or 
scams to Google (using Gmail): 1. On a computer, go to Gmail. 2. Open the message. 3. Next to 
Reply, click More. Note: If you are using classic Gmail, click the Down arrow. 4. Click Report 
phishing. 
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Vestry Candidates’ Biographies 

Phil has been a member of St. 
Matthew's since the summer 
of 2018 and an Episcopalian 
since 1991. He lives in 

Belmont in a home he shares 
with his three sons - Alex, John 

and Christian. A graduate of Cornell 
University, he began his professional career at 
Procter & Gamble and presently runs his own 
digital advertising business in the health insurance 
and solar industries. He has been active as a troop 
and district-level leader in Boy Scouts for many 
years and served on the board of the downtown 
Palo Alto Farmers' Market, including three years as 
its president. At St. Matthew's, he is a volunteer for 
Home & Hope. 

Following are the biographies of the parishioners who have been nominated to serve on the Vestry. Four 
candidates are nominated to serve three-year terms. They will be voted upon at our 2021 Annual Meeting. 
Please mark your calendar to attend the virtual meeting on Sunday, January 24th.

Susan and her husband, Simon, 
have been attending St. 
Matthew’s since 2013. Susan 
was raised in Michigan and 

enjoyed attending a 
Congregational Church through 

childhood. After earning a degree in 
Business Administration, she moved to the San 
Francisco Bay Area and spent many years working 
at large technology companies. Susan and Simon 
married in 2007 and moved to San Mateo in 2013. 
Encouraged by the kindness of the Day School, 
they currently have two of their children in 
attendance. Her daughter Victoria has attended the 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Day School from 
Kindergarten through 5th grade, and their son 
Zechariah has been attending the school from 
preschool through 3rd grade. Their third child is 
three years old and has attended the church 
nursery on Sundays. Susan paused her professional 
career as a Project Manager to focus on the health 
and wellness of her family a few years ago. Susan 
enjoys walks with her Siberian Husky, healthy 
living, and traveling to visit family and friends 
whenever possible.

Phil Carter Susan Weaver

Gilead Is Next for Book Group
Marilynne Robinson’s novel Gilead 
is the next selection for the Book 
Group. Set in Gilead, a rural town 
in Iowa in the 1950s, its narrator 
John Ames is a 76-year-old pastor 
who has recently been diagnosed 
with a serious heart condition that 

may end his life. 

A story of family (particularly fathers and sons), 
friendship, and faith—Gilead is the first in a series 
of four books that Robinson has set in Gilead, 
each with a different narrator and perspective. The 
group will meet via Zoom on Wednesday evening, 
January 13, 2021. All are welcome (if you’re not 
officially in the group but would like to join, RSVP 
to the church office to get the link). 
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Shortly after relocating from 
New Jersey to San Mateo in 
2011, Jeff and his wife, Diane, 
along with their children, 

Patrick and Lauren, joined St. 
Matthew’s. As newcomers to the 

peninsula, St. Matthew’s warmly 
welcomed and embraced them as members of this 
community. Patrick (now 19) graduated from Saint 
Matthew’s Episcopal Day School in 2015, Sacred 
Heart Prep in 2019, and now attends Villanova 
University. Lauren (now 18) is a senior at Sacred 
Heart Prep. Both received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation at St. Matthew’s.

Jeff previously served on the St. Matthew’s 
Facilities Master Planning Committee, Youth 
Ministry Team, and the Board of Trustees for the 
Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Day School. Jeff 
currently serves as an Usher and volunteers in 
many roles at Sacred Heart Schools, Atherton.

Jeff was raised in the Roman Catholic Church in 
Maryland, and earned a B.S. from Purdue 
University, an MBA from Hood College, and an 
MSFS from Saint Joseph’s University.

Betty Watson joined St. 
Matthew’s in 1999 when she 
was searching for a church 
where her daughter Claire 

could attend Sunday School. 
She was instantly attracted by 

the warm, welcoming parishioners 
and their kindred spirits. While Claire attended 
Sunday school, became an acolyte, and was 
confirmed at Grace Cathedral, Betty joined the 
choir and St. Catherine’s, and made St. Matthew’s 
home. Betty is a graduate of UC Berkeley with a 
degree in Industrial Engineering and Operations 
Research, and has worked as an IT executive and 
management consultant for over thirty years. Most 
recently, she was a Director at PwC. When her 
consulting career made Thursday choir practice 
impossible, she served as an adult acolyte for the 
eight o’clock service. Betty loves to cook and 
enjoys spending time in Nonquitt, Massachusetts, 
the home of her husband David’s family.

Jeff HagertyBetsy Watson

Milestones 
In Memoriam 

Joan Laibly, November 3rd  

Joan passed away at age 98. She and her husband Arthur were long-time St. Matthew’s parishioners 
from the time that their three daughters were young.   Joan was the friendliest and most loving 
spouse, mother, grandmother to her seven grandchildren, and great-grandmother to her 11 great-
grandchildren. Joan was a devoted parishioner and in her later years she especially loved the 
Christmas Eve pageant, which she regularly attended with some members of her family. She is dearly 
missed by her St. Matthew’s friends. 
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The Deanery – What It Is, and What Your Role Might Be 

Many members of St. Matthew’s have come from 
other faith traditions and might be unfamiliar 
with the structure of the church beyond the 
parish level and the opportunities for a lay person 
to get more involved.

Structurally, the deanery is the next level of 
organization beyond the parish; it is “a regional 
district of congregations within a diocese. Also 
called a convocation.” John N. Wall, A Dictionary 
for Episcopalians. St. Matthew’s belongs to the 
Peninsula Deanery, which covers San Francisco to 
Los Altos. Other deaneries in the Diocese of 
California are Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San 
Francisco, and Southern Alameda. A list of 
congregations by deanery may be found at https://
diocal.org/congregations. Each deanery is made up 
of representatives appointed or elected by their 
parishes.

The diocese is “a geographical area that serves as 
the primary unit of organization in the Episcopal 
Church. Each diocese is overseen by a bishop and 
a legislative body – a convention, council, or synod 
of the diocese.” Ibid. Ours is the Diocese of 
California and our bishop is the Right Rev. Dr. 
Marc Handley Andrus. The diocese holds an 
annual general convention. Deanery 
representatives attend the convention and also 
can choose to serve in two bodies: the Executive 
Council, which is like a board of directors, and a 
Standing Committee, which advises the Bishop 
and has financial and ecclesiastical responsibilities.

Beyond the Diocese is the province, an 
amalgamation of states and some countries that 
are geographically related and work together on a 
number of issues. We belong to Province VIII 
which includes 19 dioceses, including Taiwan and 
Micronesia. Finally, there is The Episcopal 
Church, comprised of nine provinces and 119 
dioceses. 

Now, back to the deanery. Our deanery holds four 
two-hour meetings (convocations) each year. 
Three are held on Saturday mornings, and the 
fourth usually is an informal gathering over a 
meal. Key among the activities of the deanery is 
learning about diocesan finances and voting at the 
General Convention on proposed legislation and 
canon changes. While St. Matthew’s has been 
represented by just two lay voting members for 
some years (clergy are automatically members of 
the deanery and have a vote at convention), we are 
entitled to seven lay deanery representatives. The 
time commitment is very light over the course of 
a year and it is a good way to see what is 
happening in the diocese. It is also a great jumping 
off place for the Executive Council and Standing 
Committee, which are fascinating if you want to 
learn more about the details of church polity.

I have served on Executive Council and currently 
am on the Standing Committee. I would love to 
talk with anyone interested in the deanery and 
what we could achieve with additional 
members.  

-Albe Larsen 
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You Shop, Amazon Gives  

If you haven’t already, please consider 
designating St. Matthew’s as the beneficiary of 
your Amazon orders. Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to the charitable organization of your 
choice. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you 
are familiar with--the same products, prices, and 
service. To learn more, go to 
AboutAmazonSmile. Amazon Smile is now 
available in the mobile app! Go to Settings in 
the app to link to your Smile account.

Need Continues for Second 
Harvest Food Bank  

As the COVID-19 crisis continues, the Food 
Bank is seeing substantial increases in need as 
community members are furloughed, losing 
hourly wages, and forced to deplete savings while 
still providing for their families. If you are able 
to provide financial support, donations can be 
made online here: 

https://give.shfb.org/donatenow

Your generous support helps St. Matthew fulfill 
its mission: to live God’s love, to share the 
Gospel, and to grow spiritually. Thank you for 
continuing your giving during these times. 
Contributions and pledges can be mailed to the 
church or made online at:

https://episcopalstmatthew.org/giving/donate-
now/

Contributions and Pledges to 
St. Matthew’s 

Prayers of the People 
During the Prayers of the People portion of the 
Sunday Service, we ask for God’s redemptive 
presence in the church, the world, our 
community, and individual lives. If you would 
like to add a name to be read during the Prayers 
of the People at an upcoming Sunday Service, 
please contact the church office at 
office@episcopalstmatthew.org or 
650-342-1481.  

The Christmas Pageant 2.0
It is a time of change and uncertainty, but some things never change. Advent will soon be upon us and 
that means so will the birth of Jesus. One way we celebrate is with our traditional Nativity Play on 
Christmas Eve. While we cannot meet in person, we invite you instead to choose a part and sign up for a 
time slot to come to church to be filmed individually or as families. The videos will be edited together to 
form a complete pageant. Everyone is invited, and we have parts for all who sign up. The parts are as 
usual - narrators, Mary, Joseph, shepherds, sheep, angels, Gabriel, innkeeper, Elizabeth, the Wise Men, 
the Star, donkey, soldiers and Caesar. We encourage families to sign up together and, while we have plenty 
of costumes, we also welcome students who wish to make their own. The filming will take place on 
Sundays after 12:00 noon during Advent. Each recording will be brief. If you would like to participate, 
please contact Janine Gerzanics at 650-346-3026 or j9gerz@gmail.com. She will also be calling families 
individually starting this weekend. 



The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, San Mateo, California December 2020 Vol. XXXIV No. 12

THE TAU CROSS    https://episcopalstmatthew.org 9

Stewardship Update 
Sharing Our Strength, Keeping Our Faith, Ensuring Our Future

We are in the midst of our yearly stewardship pledge drive in 
which we invite every household of our parish to make a 
financial pledge to support the mission and ministry of St. 
Matthew’s for the upcoming year. If for some reason your 
stewardship materials did not arrive, please contact the parish 
office (650-342-1481) and pledge information will be provided 
promptly. So far, initial pledge results are encouraging. Our 
journey to financial health has been made possible by our 
entire congregation working toward a common financial goal. 

Last year, 136 households completed a financial pledge to the parish. Several more, while not making a 
formal pledge, provided financial support during the year. It will be very helpful if households could send 
in their completed pledge cards as soon as possible. This allows us to make informed budget decisions 
for the upcoming year and makes the task of follow-up much easier. We will continue to provide 
progress updates as we begin to make stewardship calls in the coming weeks. Thanks to all who have 
already pledged their financial support!  

All service videos are available on our website for 
watching without a Facebook account.

● Sunday Service Video Archive: 
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/sunday-
service-videos/ 
● Morning Prayer Video Archive: 
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/morning-
prayers/ 
● Children’s Chapel Storytime Video Archive: 
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/childrens-
chapel-storytime/ 
● Organ and Bell Video Archive: 
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/organ-and-
bell-music/ 

● Coffee Hour Reflections Audio Archive: 
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/coffee-hour-
reflections/ 
● Faith Journeys Audio Archive: 

https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/faith-
journeys/ 

Service videos are also available on our YouTube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCu3LEb_tMIljL6DNKcZDl2Q/

Please contact Ming Lacey at 
mlacey415@yahoo.com if you have questions about 
the website. 

Sunday Service and Morning Prayer Video Archives 
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is  

a family called by Christ . . .  
to Live God’s Love, 

to Share the Gospel, 
to Grow Spiritually. 

Come Celebrate with Us! 

Sunday Services Livestreamed on Facebook 
at 10:00 am

The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the 
Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome 
submissions that have a connection to the parish. 
Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be 
edited for space or clarity. The deadline for articles is 
the 15th of the month and may be sent by email to Beth 
von Emster at beth.vonemster@gmail.com. Entries 
should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or 
article; 200 word maximum description including when, 
where, cost and contact information as applicable. 
Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. Further 
guidelines and tips available upon request.

Upcoming Events
Monday-Friday 

9:30 am
Morning Prayer

Sundays 
9:30 am

Children’s Chapel 
Zoom

Sundays 
10:00 am

Livestream Sunday 
Service

Sundays 
11:00 am

Zoom Coffee Hour

The Rev. Dr. Eric Kimball Hinds, Rector
The Rev. Jay Sapaen Watan, Associate Rector
Yhe Rev. Lauren P. McCombs, Deacon  
The Rev. Amber Stancliffe Evans, School Chaplain
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