The Fourth Sunday
of Advent
Holy Eucharist Rite II
December 20, 2020 ~ 10:00 am

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, S
 an Mateo
The people’s responses are in bold.
Prelude Music: Organ Meditation
“A lovely Rose is blooming”

Heinrich Lang

The Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Celebrant and People read together
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Trisagion S100 Sung by all

David Hurd

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
First Reading

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the
king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you."
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live
in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.
Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a
word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my
people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people
Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of
the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house.
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Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne
shall be established forever.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  read responsively
1 Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; *
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
2 For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; *
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
3 "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; *
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
4 'I will establish your line for ever, *
and preserve your throne for all generations.'"
19 You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: *
"I have set the crown upon a warrior
and have exalted one chosen out of the people.
20 I have found David my servant; *
with my holy oil have I anointed him.
21 My hand will hold him fast *
and my arm will make him strong.
22 No enemy shall deceive him, *
nor any wicked man bring him down.
23 I will crush his foes before him *
and strike down those who hate him.
24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, *
and he shall be victorious through my Name.
25 I shall make his dominion extend *
from the Great Sea to the River.
26 He will say to me, 'You are my Father, *
my God, and the rock of my salvation.'
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Second Reading

Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept
secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring
about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be the glory forever! Amen.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

At the Sequence, all sing the Gospel Alleluia; repeat each Alleluia after it is
sung by the Cantor
Cantor Verse:
The virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel.
Holy Gospel
Celebrant
People

Luke 1:26-38

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
Celebrant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sermon

The Rev. Jay Sapaen Watan

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People (Form V)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found
without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
-5-

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Marc our own Bishop, for all bishops and
other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease,
and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the
ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among
nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those in positions of public trust, especially Donald our president and Gavin our
governor, for Joe, our president-elect and Kamala, our vice-president-elect, that they
may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to
you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation,
that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and
all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected. We pray especially for
those affected by COVID-19, the first responders, the doctors and nurses and the
researchers working on a vaccine, we pray to you, O Lord
Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that
we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we
do, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our enemies and those who wish us harm; and for all whom we have injured or
offended, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For all who have been commended to our prayers, especially Alex, Leilani, Pat, and
those on our parish prayer list; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being
freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
We commend to your gracious care all members and families of our armed forces at
home or abroad, our government employees serving overseas, and their families.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for mission agencies and their ministry
throughout the Anglican Communion, including the Mothers’ Union around the
world.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church [especially __________],
and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have
rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of Mary, Matthew, and all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Celebrant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Blessings
Happy birthday
Meli Misieli

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Hymn: 56—O come, O come, Emmanuel
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1982 Hymnal

The Celebrant continues

Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP p. 361

People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is said.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Sanctus 127   sung by all

Calvin Hampton
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Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Fraction Anthem S154 Sung by all

David Hurd
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The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Benediction
Announcements
Closing Hymn: 68—Rejoice! rejoice believers
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1982 Hymnal

Dismissal
Postlude Music:  Organ Toccata
“Creator of the stars of night”

Pietro A. Yon

This week we especially hold in our prayers...
Jane Ames, Sharon Anderson, Alex Brammer, Jennifer Hodges, Richard Holt,
Tyler Holt, Larry Hulse, Linda Hyde, Prachee Jain, Barbara & Tom Keogh,
Leilani McCurdy, Doll McMillan, Jo Moran, Vickie and Colin Smith, Naoma Stokely,
Lauren Thurston, Athena, John and Anita, Lauren and Elisabeth,
Mary Lou, Molly, Pat, and Peter.
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We commend to your gracious care all members of our armed forces at home
or abroad, as well as their families.
We pray for the departed.
The flowers decorating the high altar today are given to the Glory of God.

Christmas Eve Services
4:00 pm FB Livestream: Nativity Pageant, with Christmas Music
5:30 pm Drive-In Tree Lighting & Caroling
9:00 pm FB Livestream: Festival Christmas Choral Eucharist
Christmas Week Services
Christmas Day: Facebook Replay of Christmas Eve, 10:00 am
Sunday, December 27, The First Sunday after Christmas
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Facebook Live
Friday, January 1: The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Facebook Live

Service Notes
Celebrant
Preacher
Precentor/Organist
Singers
Altar Guild
Altar Flowers
Videographer

The Rev. Dr. Eric Kimball Hinds
The Rev. Jay Sapaen Watan
Philip Keil
Members of the Chancel Choir
Marianne Boll, Carol Kalb
Luna Stafford
Rowan Watan

-14-

