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Reflections on 2020

By Carla Chun Hoblit, Junior Warden and Caroline McNally, Senior Warden

January 2020 - Happy New
Year!
February 2020 - News begins to
emerge about the COVID-19
disease
March 2020 - World Health
Organization announces the
outbreak to be a Public Health
Emergency of International
Concern. Wait. WHAAAT?
The last time we had an inperson service was March of
2020. That was nine months ago,
a period that we may have once
thought wasn’t such a long time
but has felt interminable during
this pandemic. We’ve been
afraid, worried about friends,
neighbors and family, anxious,
lonely, and sometimes depressed.
We have all endured this
pandemic wondering, “when can
we return to normal?”
Since the beginning of 2020, the
Vestry has focused on
Connection Through
Community. We have recognized
that we can tie a sense of
normalcy to our connections
with family, friends, and
acquaintances. Making,
maintaining, and strengthening
these connections has always
been an important part of our
Episcopal values.

Social connections are more
diﬃcult now than they used to
be because we don’t see each
other in person. These
connections are much more than
knowing each other’s names and
faces. During services we share
the peace and celebrate
milestones together. We feel like
a family.
These days, if we see anyone
IRL (daughter informed us that
means “in real life”) other than
the family members in our
homes, we’re outside, masked,
and we don’t shake hands or hug.
We can’t see smiles because they
are hidden behind masks. But
did you know you can see a smile
in someone’s eyes? You can hear
laughter or a chuckle while
wearing a mask? Try it out. Look
in the mirror with your mask on
and smile. Then laugh, really
laugh, and you might even shed a
tear or two. That’s one way we’re
always connected.
We are so fortunate for the
technology and media that can
keep us connected. Phone calls,
text messages, and emails are
just a few clicks away. We are
becoming experts on Zoom and
FaceTime where we can actually
see faces. Oops - I forgot to
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unmute myself. Sorry about that.
Again.
As we were writing this letter, we
were reminded of Stevie
Wonder’s song (we dare you not
to hum or sing):
I just called to say I love you
I just called to say how much I
care
I just called to say I love you
And I mean it from the bottom
of my heart
How wonderful it is to call
someone. Even if you need to
leave a message, just saying you
were thinking of them and
wanted to say hello is a
connection. We don’t think
declarations of love are expected
Continued on next page
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but feel free to do so! We are also fans of the
handwritten letter or postcard. We know they take
time and thought. They show you care.
To maintain the connections in our church
community, we are so proud of the work that Ming
Lacey has done in setting up the live streaming of
our Sunday services and morning prayer on
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
episcopalstmatthew). She has also uploaded all
videos to Youtube (EpiscopalStMatthew) and our
website (https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/).
Father Eric, Father Jay, Deacon Lauren, Philip Keil,
our soloists, and our videographer, Rowan Watan,
have put an extraordinary amount of work into
fostering our St. Matthew’s community online. The
Fellowship Parents Group (thank you, Claire Fry!)
and Father Jay have also continued to keep our
young parishioners engaged through Children’s
Chapel. The garden created and maintained by
Deacon Lauren and Janine Gerzanics in the front
courtyard is just magical.
To strengthen our connections, several of us have
embarked on the Sacred Ground series in which we
learn and enlighten ourselves about the heavy and
sometimes charged topics of diversity, equity, and
inclusion. Our faith has brought us together to
become aware of diﬀerent perspectives in nonjudgmental forums. We have all found the journey
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to be worth the eﬀort. The journey has
strengthened the bond of our Beloved Community.
This year’s stewardship campaign also speaks to
sharing our strength, keeping our faith, and
ensuring our future. Our pledges to the campaign
and our church throughout the year are part of our
connections through community. These
connections make us a beloved family.
The pandemic has aﬀected us all in many ways but
we are emerging stronger and ever grateful for our
connections.

We wish you many blessings in 2021,
Carla Chun Hoblit, Junior Warden and
Caroline McNally, Senior Warden

Caroline McNally

Carla Chun Hoblit

Beware of Email Scams
Unfortunately, email phishing scams targeting clergy and parishioners persist. Typically these
emails purport to solicit gift cards to assist people in need. Please know that the St. Matthew’s
clergy will never do this. If you receive an email you find suspicious, please do not hesitate to
contact the church oﬃce or any of our clergy directly to confirm. To report a suspicious emails or
scams to Google (using Gmail): 1. On a computer, go to Gmail. 2. Open the message. 3. Next to
Reply, click More. Note: If you are using classic Gmail, click the Down arrow. 4. Click Report
phishing.
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Looking Forward
Last year was a roller coaster for all us, but at
least we got to ride the highs and the lows
together united in God’s love. Our
community at St. Matthew’s is resilient
and strong, contemplative and
prayerful, compassionate and caring.
Since the pandemic began in midMarch, we have not been able to
worship together in our beautiful
sanctuary. However, we have
worshipped together in many new and
creative ways using technology. We have
produced our Sunday Services, our Morning
Prayer Services, and our various Feast
celebrations from Easter to Christmas, never
missing a beat in sharing and spreading God’s
love within our own community and beyond via
the Web. As we navigate our new ways of
worshipping, we remain united in our love of
God, our families, our friends, and our St.
Matthew’s Church community.
As we close the year of 2020 and we begin to
look forward to all the possibilities that 2021
might have for us, I encourage you to keep your
faith in Jesus Christ alive through prayer. That
connection to God is ever present and available
to you. All you need to do is find a quiet place
and reach out through prayer to the one who
oﬀers you unconditional love as well as hope in
what is to come in the new year and beyond.

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians entitled, “Rules
for the New Life”, deals with what it means to
be a follower of Jesus Christ. The idea of
rules for a new life seems appropriate
now at the start of this new year:
“So then, putting away falsehood, let all of
us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we
are members of one another. Be angry but do
not sin; do not let the sun go down on your
anger, let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is useful for building
up, as there is need, so that your words may
give grace to those who hear. And do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which
you were marked with a seal for the day of
redemption. Put away from you all bitterness
and wrath and anger and wrangling and
slander, together with all malice, and be kind
to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.”
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 4:25-26a, 29-32
Let us do our best to live a life that is devoted
to serving Jesus Christ and others, united in
looking forward to the many blessings so freely
bestowed upon us.
Peace and love,
Deacon Lauren

Morning Prayer and Children’s Chapel Premieres on YouTube
Morning Prayer premieres on Facebook Live, YouTube, and
our website at 9:30 am Mondays through Fridays.
Children’s Chapel also premieres on on Facebook Live,
YouTube, and our website at 9:45 am on most Sundays.
ECSM’s YouTube Channel is at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu3LEb_tMIljL6DNKcZDl2Q
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Mark Your Calendar – Parish Annual Meeting January 24th
St. Matthew’s will hold its annual meeting virtually on
Sunday, January 24th following the service. The meeting
will include a report from Fr. Eric Hinds, the issuance of a
written Annual Report, review of the 2021 budget, a
stewardship update, and the election of vestry members
and deanery representatives. All parishioners are invited
and urged to attend this important event in the life of the
parish. Look for details about accessing the meeting in the
Ivy Leaf bulletin.

Gilead Is Next For Book Group
Marilynne Robinson’s novel Gilead is next for the Book Group. Set in
rural Iowa in the 1950s, its narrator is John Ames, a 76-year-old pastor
who has recently been diagnosed with a serious heart condition that
may end his life. It is a story of family (particularly fathers and sons),
friendship, and faith—the first in a series of four books that Robinson
has set in Gilead, each with a diﬀerent narrator and perspective. The
group will meet via Zoom on Wednesday evening, January 13th, and all
are welcome (if you’re not oﬃcially in the group but would like to join,
RSVP to the church oﬃce to get the link).

Milestones
In Memoriam
Ginger Fortmiller, November 20th
Ginger and her beloved late husband Paul made innumerable contributions to St. Matthew’s throughout
their more than 50 years as parishioners. Ginger was perfectly suited to her work on the hospitality
committee, where she deployed her warmth, memory for names and faces, and networking skills to make
people feel genuinely welcomed. She was a treasured member and past president of St. Catherine’s and
was an integral part of the annual St. Matthew’s Picnic planning team. Ginger’s deep love of the Bible
made her a driving force behind Bible study on Sundays, followed by leadership of the women’s
spirituality group. She performed her many ministries to St. Matthew’s with signature talent,
thoughtfulness, faithfulness, a sense of duty, and good humor. Ginger was a prayerful woman who kept a
long list of people in her prayers. She loved music and joked that when she passed, she would be able to
sing four-part harmony in Heaven. When it is safe to do so, a memorial service will be held for her at St.
Matthew’s, at which Philip Keil will play her favorite hymns.
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Prayers of the People
During the Prayers of the People portion of the
Sunday Service, we ask for God’s redemptive
presence in the church, the world, our
community, and individual lives. If you would
like to add a name to be read during the Prayers
of the People at an upcoming Sunday Service,
please contact the church oﬃce at
oﬃce@episcopalstmatthew.org or
650-342-1481.

Contributions and Pledges to
St. Matthew’s
Your generous support helps St. Matthew fulfill
its mission: to live God’s love, to share the
Gospel, and to grow spiritually. Thank you for
continuing your giving during these times.
Contributions and pledges can be mailed to the
church or made online at:
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/giving/donatenow/
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Need Continues for Second
Harvest Food Bank
As the COVID-19 crisis continues, the Food
Bank is seeing substantial increases in need as
community members are furloughed, losing
hourly wages, and forced to deplete savings while
still providing for their families. If you are able
to provide financial support, donations can be
made online here:
https://give.shfb.org/donatenow

You Shop, Amazon Gives
If you haven’t already, please consider
designating St. Matthew’s as the beneficiary of
your Amazon orders. Amazon donates 0.5% of
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to the charitable organization of your
choice. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you
are familiar with--the same products, prices, and
service. To learn more, go to
AboutAmazonSmile. Amazon Smile is now
available in the mobile app! Go to Settings in
the app to link to your Smile account.

Sunday Service and Morning Prayer Video Archives
All service videos are available on our website for
watching without a Facebook account.
● Sunday Service Video Archive:
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/sundayservice-videos/
● Morning Prayer Video Archive:
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/morningprayers/
● Children’s Chapel Storytime Video Archive:
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/childrenschapel-storytime/
● Organ and Bell Video Archive:
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/organ-andbell-music/
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● Coﬀee Hour Reflections Audio Archive:
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/coﬀee-hourreflections/
● Faith Journeys Audio Archive:
https://episcopalstmatthew.org/videos/faithjourneys/
Service videos are also available on our YouTube
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCu3LEb_tMIljL6DNKcZDl2Q/
Please contact Ming Lacey at
mlacey415@yahoo.com if you have questions about
the website.
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The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew is
a family called by Christ . . .
to Live God’s Love,
to Share the Gospel,
to Grow Spiritually.
Come Celebrate with Us!
Sunday Services Livestreamed on Facebook
at 10:00 am

The Rev. Dr. Eric Kimball Hinds, Rector
The Rev. Jay Sapaen Watan, Associate Rector
Yhe Rev. Lauren P. McCombs, Deacon
The Rev. Amber Stancliﬀe Evans, School Chaplain
Tau Cross Staff
Editor: Beth von Emster
Associate Editor: Cherie Hammer
Layout & Design, Ming Lacey
The Tau Cross is the monthly newsletter of the
Episcopal Church of St. Matthew. We welcome
submissions that have a connection to the parish.
Inclusion is at the discretion of the staff and may be
edited for space or clarity. The deadline for articles is
the 15th of the month and may be sent by email to Beth
von Emster at beth.vonemster@gmail.com. Entries
should follow these guidelines: Include title of event or
article; 200 word maximum description including when,
where, cost and contact information as applicable.
Avoid abbreviations and other “insider” lingo. Further
guidelines and tips available upon request.

Upcoming Events
January 24 Annual Meeting
Zoom
Monday-Friday Morning Prayer Video
9:30 am FB/YouTube Premiere
Sundays Children’s Chapel
9:30 am Zoom
Sundays Sunday Service
10:00 am FB Livestream
Sundays Coffee Hour
11:00 am Zoom

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. MATTHEW
ONE SOUTH EL CAMINO REAL
SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 94401
OFFICE: 650-342-1481
WWW.EPISCOPALSTMATTHEW.ORG

