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Welcome...  
to Saint Matthew’s.  We are glad that you have come to worship with us during 
the season of Lent as we journey towards Holy Week and the celebration of 
Easter.  Wherever you are on your life journey we hope that you find something 
to nourish your spirit and soul and we invite your participation in the life of our 
community of faith. 
 

A Letter from Deacon Lauren 
As many of you know, my first granddaughter, Eloise Patton Adams, was born on 
February 18th in Rochester, New York. I am currently meeting Eloise for the first 
time in Rochester. During the time that I have been here, I have come to realize 
that I want to focus my time and energy on my daughter Katie’s family in 
Rochester. As such, it is with a heavy heart that I must tell you that as of March 
15th, I will not be serving as your Deacon at St. Matthew’s any longer. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed serving at St. Matthew’s since September 2019. And as 
a parish, we have faced some challenging times during the pandemic. My work 
changed after March 2020 when we could no longer be in church together, but I 
believe that it has expanded by spreading God’s love through Chapel Time with 
the children, leading a Sacred Ground Group, and creating our Zoom Coffee Hour 
Group. 

In addition, I especially appreciate the combined ministry that Father Eric, Father 
Jay and I have created over the past 18 months. Serving as your Deacon at St. 
Matthew’s has truly been a blessing in my life.  

St. Matthew’s will always be my home parish as all of you hold such a special 
place in my heart. As it says in Matthew 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.” 

Peace and love, 
Deacon Lauren 
  



Thanks and Blessings for Deacon Lauren 
In our service this morning, during the Prayers of the People, we gave thanks for 
Deacon Lauren’s ministry among us. This Ivy Leaf acknowledges Lauren’s move 
into a new chapter of her life. In this moment I want to express the great thanks 
of our parish for Lauren’s dedicated and creative ministry in our midst. Beyond 
her serving in worship, hosting Zoom coffee hour and attending the Children’s 
Story Time; Lauren found other imaginative ways to engage the faith of our 
parish. She created St. Matthew’s Land, organized a scavenger hunt, and posted 
Coffee Hour Reflections to name a few of her offerings. I am deeply appreciative 
for Deacon Lauren’s ministry in our midst, especially during the challenges of the 
pandemic. On behalf of the entire parish I express our deep gratitude and offer 
our thanks and blessings.  Fr. Eric+ 
 

Book Group  

Book Group members chose two books for their discussion this month─Bill 
Bryson's In a Sunburned Country and James Herriot's All Creatures Great and 
Small. Bryson's 2001 book is an account of travels through Australia. Herriot's is 
based on his experiences as a veterinarian in rural Yorkshire during the 1930s. 
The group will share thoughts about these entertaining and colorful books during 
a Zoom meeting on Wednesday, March 24, 7:00 pm. Read either one of them--or 
both. If you’d like a Zoom link for this meeting, please let the church office know. 
 

Congregational Reading of the Passion for Palm Sunday 
Our staff has made plans to record the traditional congregational reading of the 
passion for our Palm Sunday service March 28. Fr. Jay and Fr. Eric will safely 
record individuals reading lines from the passion and then edit the parts into a 
single production that will be shown during the Palm Sunday service. There is 
room for parishioners of all ages to participate. Call the Church Office (650-342-
1481) or e-mail to record your interest and receive a part.  
 

Blessings and Prayer List Additions  
Names for blessings and prayers can be submitted by emailing or calling the 
church office: office@episcopalstmatthew.org or 650-274-0795. 
 

Contributions and Pledges 
Your generous financial support helps St. Matthew’s fulfill its mission: to live 
God’s love, to share the Gospel, and to grow spiritually. Thank you for continuing 
your giving during these times. Contributions and pledges can be mailed to the 
church or made online at: episcopalstmatthew.org/giving/donate-now/. 
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