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The people’s responses are in bold. 

 
The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

The Paschal Candle is a symbol of  the light of  Christ entering the world and scattering the darkness.  
In the darkness, a fire is kindled. The Celebrant says 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over 
from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, 
to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing 
his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of 
your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn 
with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting 
light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is lighted from the newly kindled fire. The Cantor, bearing the Paschal Candle, 
leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing, with the people responding. 

 The light of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The people now light their candles from the Paschal candle, while the Cantor sings the Exsultet. 

 

Exsultet  Cantor: Mary Helen Waldo 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 
and let your trumpets shout Salvation 
for the victory of our mighty King. 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 
bright with a glorious splendor, 
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 
and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people. 
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All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, 
pray with me to God the Almighty 
for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 
through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 

 
 
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and 
voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the 
Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful 
people. 
 
This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage 
in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 
 
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, 
and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 
 
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious 
from the grave. 
 
How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness 
to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
 
How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It 
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and 
hatred, and brings peace and concord.  

Cantor 

Cantor 

Cantor 



-3- 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to 
God. 
 
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. 
May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who 
knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light to all creation, and who 
lives and reigns 
 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings, saying 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how God saved God’s people 
in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of 
redemption.
 
First Reading:  Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac Genesis 22:1-18 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, 
"Here I am." He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
that I shall show you." So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and 
took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt 
offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On 
the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his 
young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will 
worship, and then we will come back to you." Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the 
two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he 
said, "Here I am, my son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?" Abraham said, "God himself will provide the lamb for a 
burnt offering, my son." So the two of them walked on together. 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there 
and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top 
of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 
But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" 
And he said, "Here I am." He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything 
to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from me." And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket 

Cantor 
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by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. So Abraham called that place "The Lord will provide"; as it is said 
to this day, "On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided." 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By 
myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your 
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. 
And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my 
voice." 

 
Psalm 16   Chanted responsively 

 1   Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 

 I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 

     my good above all other." 

 

 2   All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 

     upon those who are noble among the people. 

  

 3   But those who run after other gods * 

     shall have their troubles multiplied. 

  

 4   Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 

     nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

  

 5   O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 

     it is you who uphold my lot. 

  

 6   My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 

     indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

  

 7   I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 

     my heart teaches me, night after night. 

  

 8   I have set the LORD always before me; * 

     because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

  

 9   My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 

     my body also shall rest in hope.  
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10   For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 

     nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
  

11   You will show me the path of life; * 

     in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

     and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 
Celebrant 
Let us pray.   

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the grace of 
the Paschal sacrament, the number of your children; that your Church may rejoice to 
see fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Second Reading:  Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10-15:1 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to 
Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to 
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not 
the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? 
For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 
deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you 
see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to 
keep still.’ 
 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide 
it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts 
of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself 
over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his 
chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 
 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 
them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud 
was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all 
night. 
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a 
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were 
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for 
them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea 
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after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning 
watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, 
and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they 
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord 
is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 
 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water 
may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal 
depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The 
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of 
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the 
Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them 
on their right and on their left. 
 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the 
Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant 
Moses. 
 

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 

‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
   horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 
 
Hymn: 648—When Israel was in Egypt’s land 1982 Hymnal 
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Celebrant 
Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 
delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under 
Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: 
Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of 
Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Third Reading:  A new heart and a new spirit Ezekiel 36:24-28 

Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, 
and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 
from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I 
will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you 
a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and 
be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to 
your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
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Hymn 679—Surely it is God who saves me 1982 Hymnal 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Celebrant 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of 
Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
This week we especially hold in our prayers... 

Sharon Anderson, Alex Brammer, Elaine Craige, Fr. Rodriquez, Elisabeth Fraser, 
Erlinda Hernandez, Jennifer Hodges, Richard Holt, Tyler Holt, Linda Hyde,  

Prachee Jain, Mercedes Laxamana, Doll McMillan, Amelia Ronquillio, 
Deborah Nagel-Burks, Antonia Pachtner, Naoma Stokely, Lauren Thurston,  

Ted Wright, Athena, Jerica, John and Anita, Mary Lou, Molly, and Peter 
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We commend to your gracious care all members of our armed forces at home 
or abroad, as well as their families. 

 
We pray for the departed, especially 

Jesse Tavison 
Emma Trias 

 
 
 
 

Service Notes 

Celebrant The Rev. Dr. Eric Kimball Hinds 
Assisting Clergy The Rev. Jay Sapaen Watan 
Precentor & Organist Philip Keil 
Cantor Mary Helen Waldo 
Altar Guild Marianne Boll, Carol Kalb, Kay Perrando,  
 Troy Pesutich, Susan Peterson  
Videographer Rowan Watan 

 

 


